
FROM THE PASTOR 
BEGINNING REFLECTIONS ON PLANS FOR THIS SUMMER

 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
And we pray that our unity will one day be restored 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  
Yeah, they'll know we are Christians by our love
 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side  
We will work with each other, we will work side by side  
And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride  
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  
Yeah, they'll know we are Christians by our love.
 
For years I did not care for Peter Scholtes' 1966 hymn. Maybe it seemed too simplistic, or the Native 
American tom-tom beat sounded affected. For sure, it seemed too self-congratulatory.
 
But then when I re-read it just a few years ago, I was struck by the word "will." The song points to an 
ideal in the future. Things are not right in the world now, but "our unity will one day be restored." And 
in that day "we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride." And then—when others see 
Christians doing this—they will be so struck by it, that they will associate that kind of love with the faith 
of these people. At that point, this became a beautiful hymn for me. 
 
Through unity, through guarding others' dignity and pride, we can overcome challenges. And there are 
challenges. When we are stressed and isolated, it is easy to be cynical and combative. I don't care for 
Facebook, but during this stressful time, I'm grateful to have seen our members using that form of media 
to share good news and to be grace-filled and gracious. I've seen us mourn rather than celebrate 
division. I've seen celebrations of love, gratitude, and hope. I’ve seen people who are uncommonly 
decent, who go out of their way to be supportive of others, who make a difference in their own world, 
who share beauty and good news. More than once, I have read a comment from one of you, paused, and 
thought, "Yeah, they'll know we are Christians by our love.”

It also reminds me of why I so look forward to ways we can come together, in worship, discipleship, and 
mission. 
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Recognizing that coming together will need to be different than it was in February, I've assigned an ad 
hoc task force—consisting of Kathy Stark, Nick Stampfli, Peggy Troyer, Karen McKinley, Larry Hull, and 
me as staff liaison—to determine how we might meet together and do so safely. This task force is 
meeting regularly (twice this week), writing up concrete policies, proposing creative options, and 
determining what we need to have in the sanctuary and church (and what we still need to buy). I'm 
grateful for their background and familiarity with medical, legal, and insurance issues, with CDC and 
state regulations, and with national and denominational practices.
 
I mentioned last week in Second Thoughts that throughout June, worship will remain virtual. In 
addition, our goal is to have some creative worship and fellowship opportunities in June, maybe drive-
in worship or worship outdoors. Those will be "add on" events, since we will continue to have online 
worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. and online fellowship/discussions Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Some 
church small groups are gathering at the church (groups of fewer than ten, with masks and appropriate 
social distancing, who clean and disinfect after they meet). In the meantime, we are determining when—
and how best—to welcome people into the sanctuary.
 
We don't know what news tomorrow will bring from the CDC or the state government. We certainly 
don't know what God has in store for us. What we do know is that the task force will be sending a very 
specific survey out to you within the next week. Your responses will help us ensure that we can help you 
grow in your faith in ways that are important to you. Please take the time to respond.
 
The other thing we know is that hopefully people will see our love—particularly during this time of 
stress—and wonder what is happening. As Paul says in Philippians 4:8, "whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things." That is a great 
command for us to follow during tough times. 
 
Thank you for the ways you keep your heart and eyes on what matters most. Thank you for all of the 
ways you help us think through what it means to be Christians and the church during this time.
 
With love and appreciation,
Pastor Craig

SPC MONTHLY FAMILY UPDATE: WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

In an effort to stay connected as a community, we’re creating a monthly 
Second Family Update until we are able to gather again! Thank you to 
everyone who submitted an article and picture for the April/May edition; it 
was very meaningful to see and hear what you are up to! If you would like 
to participate, please submit a picture and paragraph to Katie White 
(kkerr12@spcborfolk.org) by Friday, June 10. Your paragraph should focus 
on the types of things we would share with each other during fellowship 
hour—a family or work update, inspirational thoughts, challenges, or even 
recommendations on books or podcasts! 
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PENTECOST CHALK ART MURALS: 
GET OUTSIDE AND TRY SOMETHING NEW

 
As an intergenerational project for Pentecost, we are making two 
murals in the church parking lot — one reflecting Pentecost from 
Acts 2:1-12, and one an inspirational mural to encourage people 
at the moment. Since there was anticipated rain on May 29 and 30, 
the murals will now be made with chalk art on Friday, June 5. For 
social distancing, we will work in shifts, but we do need a number 
of hands on deck. Katie can assign a shift that is convenient for 
you. Then on Saturday, June 6, all are invited to drive through our 
parking lot to see the chalk murals!

WHAT DOES THE XYLOPHONE HAVE TO DO 
WITH PENTECOST?

Join us online Sunday, May 31, and see Scott Jackson, 
percussionist with the Virginia Symphony and General Manager 
of the Virginia Arts Festival, who will be our special guest.

SUNDAY MORNING SERMON SERIES
JOB IN JUNE: GOD IN THE DARK

SUNDAYS, 11:00 A.M.

In ways that are substantive, not trite, the Old Testament book of Job deals with some of the most 
intense emotions and feeings that humans have. This four-week series focuses on those feelings as 
we reflect on our faith, God's character, and the pain and reality of human suffering. When it seems 
like God is in the dark and unaware of us, or when we are overwhelmed by the darkness of our 
situation or of the world, how do we find our way back to God?
 
June 7: "Facing Satan"  (Job 1:1,  2:1-10)
 
June 14: "My Complaint is Bitter" (Job 23:1-9, 16-17)
 
June 21: "Where Were You?" (Job 38:1-7, 34-41)
 
June 28: "Now My Eyes See Thee"  (Job 42:1-6, 10-17)



PASSING THE PEACE CONTEST

The day is coming when we will worship in the sanctuary—masked and not too close, but present to one 
another! There is a lot of work to be done to prepare. One thing you can help with, as we ready for that 
moment, is how shall we pass the peace?

Think about it! No touching, six feet apart, what would be a meaningful alternative to sharking hands? 
Send your ideas to Katie White (kkerr12@spcnorfolk.org)! They will be entered into the Passing The Peace 
Contest. Every usable idea will WIN A PRIZE! Enter as many times as you wish!

Winners’ names will appear in the July newsletter—so that means get your entries in by Thursday, June 18!  

Prizes include cloth face masks, chocolate bars, and…pending confirmation with his agent…a photo shoot 
with Harold. You need not be present to win!

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS DURING A SECOND SUMMER
TOUGH QUESTIONS IN A SAFE PLACE

WEDNESDAYS, 6:30-7:10 P.M.

During a month when we are focusing on the book of Job, basic questions arising from that book raise 
greater questions of faith. Join us for tough questions and meaning-filled discussion.

June 10: Why the Devil Matters in Faith and Life

June 17: Does Prayer Matter at All?

June 24: What Aspects of Traditional Faith Have Troubled You in Your Faith Journey?

July 1: Why Science Should Matter to People of Faith

Please join Craig, Catherine, Bob, and an occasional guest, either by viewing the discussion on the 
church website or on the church’s Facebook page, where you can share your questions and thoughts.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Thank you so much for your financial support to the church during this 
time. Some of you have mailed in support, and some have dropped it 
by the church. We are very grateful. Those ways of supporting Second 
Presbyterian don’t involve service fees, so they allow us to maximize 
your contributions. That said, it also is possible to give quickly and 
easily online through the donation button on the website. Every 
contribution makes a difference, as we seek to minister together. 

BEMA BIBLE STUDY: THURSDAYS AT 7:30PM
A NOTE FROM PARTICIPANT EMILY BYRD

I am so excited to be a part of the BEMA podcast discussion group. It provides a wonderful 
opportunity to learn more about the world and culture in which the Bible was written and what this 
might mean for how we read and understand it. I love podcasts and tend to listen to them while 
cooking, cleaning, walking my dogs, or doing other things around the house. But I make sure to set 
aside time to listen to the BEMA podcast with no distractions—it is so full of information and ideas that 
are new and interesting to me and I don't want to miss anything. The time I spend both listening to the 
podcast and talking about it in the discussion group has become very special to me. I would highly 
recommend both the BEMA podcast and discussion group to anyone who is interested in learning 
more about the history and cultural context of the Bible, and exploring new ways of thinking about the 
Bible stories and passages that we may have known for years. Please come explore and learn with us!



CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

Children’s Ministry Update:
On June 7 and 14 after Sunday school, the children will work on a 
project for Father’s Day—Shrinky dinks! Father’s Day is June 21.

On June 28 at 1 p.m., we will work on spreading kindness by creating 
a rock garden on the grounds of Second! All children are invited to 
come help us build our rock garden in honor of kindness — please 
RSVP to Amanda to ensure social distancing measures can be taken. 
Pictures will be shared with the congregation upon completion!  

Nursery & Children’s Sunday School:
All nursery-aged and elementary-aged children are welcome to join Amanda and Michelle via a 
closed Zoom meeting on Sundays at noon for Sunday school! We will gather each week and learn 
different Bible lessons. For more information, contact Amanda at besso.amanda@spcnorfolk.org or 
(757) 701-4668.

Youth Ministry Update:
Tentatively for the month of June, the youth group will continue with 
their texting group, although a survey will be sent out to youth and 
their parents to gather ideas on how to best proceed with the youth 
group during the summer. The goal of the youth group is to stay 
connected and to think of ways to continue to reach out to others. 
We have been having some rousing games of Pictionary in the last 
month for fellowship! For mission in June, Katie will coordinate a 
time for the group to gather at church (with all required social distancing 
measures in place) to create no-sew masks, which will be given out to 
people in Park Place during the Thursday evening food distribution!

Youth picture from Pictionary.



There is definitely a place for YOU at Second Presbyterian!

SUPPORTING OUR SENIORS
BEFORE THEY LEAVE FOR COLLEGE

The last few months have been peculiar for everyone, 
particularly for those students who were expecting 
prom, graduation, and other traditional rites of passage. 
Before Taylor Crouch and Henry Voter go off to college, 
please join us in celebrating them as outlined in the box 
on the right!

For the panel discussion Wednesday, June 3, join Katie 
and Pastor Craig as they talk with Henry and Taylor 
about this year and the future. You can view this on our 
church website or on the Facebook page.

For the June 6 parade, we are meeting in the church 
parking lot at 3PM. Please be on time because we will 
leave by 3:10PM to head to the first house! You can bring 
cards, flowers, or signs to make the parade interesting!

Lastly, on Sunday, June 7, the graduates will receive the 
traditional blessing during the church service.
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Sunday, May 31 PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Online Pentecost Worship with guest 
Scott Jackson - 11:00AM [Livestream] 
Nursery & Children’s Sunday school - 
12:00PM [Zoom] 
Prayer Group - 12:00PM [Zoom} 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, June 1 
Second Thoughts Email 

Tuesday, June 2 
Corinne Todd’s Birthday 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 

Wednesday, June 3 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Wednesday Evening Discussion - 6:30PM 
[Livestream] 
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, June 4 
Bob Crouch’s Birthday 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 
Park Place Food Distribution - 5:00PM 
[Park Place] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 5 
Carolyn Clark’s Birthday 
Chalk Art Day - shifts all day [SPC] 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 

Saturday, June 6 
Heather Libbey’s Birthday 
Chalk Art Viewing - all day [SPC] 
High School Senior Parade - 3:00PM 
[SPC] 

Sunday, June 7 
Online Worship with Graduation 
Blessings - 11:00AM [Livestream] 
Nursery & Children’s Sunday school - 
12:00PM [Zoom] 
Prayer Group - 12:00PM [Zoom} 

Monday, June 8 
Emily Gower & Joe Morgan’s Birthday 
Second Thoughts Email 

Tuesday, June 9 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 

Wednesday, June 10 
June Family Update Due to the Office 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Wednesday Evening Discussion - 6:30PM 
[Livestream]  
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, June 11 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Fellowship Hall] 
Park Place Food Distribution - 5:00PM 
[Park Place] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 12 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 

Saturday, June 13 
Dave Horner’s Birthday 

Sunday, June 14 
Kerrie Stacks & Bev Graeber’s Birthday 
Online Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream]  
Nursery & Children’s Sunday school - 
12:00PM [Zoom] 
Prayer Group - 12:00PM [Zoom} 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, June 15 
Second Thoughts Email 

Tuesday, June 16 
Eloise Bull & Walt Shear’s Birthday 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 
Session Meeting - 6:00PM [Zoom] 

Wednesday, June 17 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Wednesday Evening Discussion - 6:30PM 
[Livestream]  
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, June 18 
Passing the Peace Contest Ideas Due 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 
Park Place Food Distribution - 5:00PM 
[Park Place] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 19 
Seth Gower’s Birthday 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 

Saturday, June 20 

Sunday, June 21 
Online Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream] 
Nursery & Children’s Sunday school - 
12:00PM [Zoom] 
Prayer Group - 12:00PM [Zoom} 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, June 22 
Second Thoughts Email 

Tuesday, June 23 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 

Wednesday, June 24 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Wednesday Evening Discussion - 6:30PM 
[Livestream] 
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, June 25 
Bob Shoup’s Birthday 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 
Park Place Food Distribution - 5:00PM 
[Park Place] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 26 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 

Saturday, June 27 

Sunday, June 28 
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream] 
Nursery & Children’s Sunday school - 
12:00PM [Zoom] 
Children’s Ministry Rock Garden Project - 
1:00PM [SPC] 
Prayer Group - 12:00PM [Zoom} 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, June 29 
Katie White’s Birthday 
Second Thoughts Email 

Tuesday, June 30 
Spencer Tinkham’s Birthday 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom] 

Wednesday, July 1 
Will Sawyer’s Birthday 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Wednesday Evening Discussion - 6:30PM 
[Livestream]  
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Rev. Catherine Hart 
Monroe

 (757) 287-9897 [cell]  

revcat@spcnorfolk.org

Dr. Craig Wansink

 (757) 412-7467 [cell]  

cwansink@vwu.edu
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