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WEBCAST CAROL SINGING CELEBRATION 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 6:30 p.m. 

Join us online and plan to sing at home with Christmas gusto! 
Led by SPC singers, organ, and piano, we will reach across miles 
to raise our voices with the full catalogue from our hymnal, 
including O Come, All Ye Faithful; Hark! The Herald Angels Sing; 
Angels We Have Heard on High; Away in a Manger; O Little Town of 
Bethlehem; Joy to the World; and, of course, Silent Night. Mark your 
calendars so we really can all “be together” in song at the same 
time—and celebrate a great tradition of the season together.


CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION AT A SECOND HOME  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24

5:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. (in person)
7:00 p.m. Candlelight and Communion Worship Service (through Boxcast and Facebook)  

What does it mean to celebrate Christmas as a Second Family? 

This year it means something a little different as we gather together, 
some in person, some through Facebook, and some through Boxcast 
(on the Second Presbyterian website). 

Join us either online or in person for some old traditions and some 
new ones, as we turn to the book of Isaiah and the Gospel of Luke, to 
think about why—particularly during a time of pandemic—the birth 
of Jesus matters. 

Please take the time to invite someone, anyone, whom you think might look forward to joining us. Good 
invitations are what so many people want and need. Invite friends or acquaintances to an evening that matters.

Note: Because we are limited in the number of people who can gather in worship, we will have two identical services, one at 
5:30 and the other at 7:00. If you wish to join us in person please respond to the emailed invitation, or RSVP to the church 
office. Just email or call and say whether you wish to attend the 5:30 or the 7:00 service.

Second Life



FROM THE PASTOR                     CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 

When I was growing up, my family had a series of 
traditions that made Christmas special. 

We had chili and cinnamon rolls on Christmas Eve.

We then went to church and, at the end of the service, 
the kids were given a lunch bag with shelled peanuts, 
an apple, and an orange.

We opened presents on Christmas Eve. We wrote 
poems, as clues, on all of the gifts.

And then by noon on Christmas day, every single 
Christmas decoration—including the tree—had been 
put away.

Of all of those traditions, my favorite was writing poems as clues to what the presents were. Although there is a 
Dutch tradition of writing “Sinterklaas” (Santa Claus) poems, that isn’t why we wrote them. As a 7 year old, I 
was frustrated about the materialism of Christmas. I have no idea where that notion came from, but somehow I 
convinced my parents and brother that we should make gifts one year. That didn’t turn out all that well, as 
anyone who knows my artistic skills could have predicted. So we shifted away from that practice to writing 
poems as clues the next year. What was great was that those poems also frequently explained why we thought a 
particular gift would be meaningful. That would help manage expectations. The reality is that the poems slowed 
down the opening of the presents, and the focus shifted away from the present itself to why the presents were 
given. 

This is a year when many of us will see some traditions paused. At the church we all will miss the amazing 
cooking of Helen Pribesh, the special meal between the two Christmas Eve services, and the cookies and treats 
afterward. We will miss the joyful singing. And I will miss the family service that involves baggies of goodies 
that would be eaten during the singing of hymns (e.g., marshmallows—representing sheep—would be eaten 
during “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks,” a Lifesaver “halo” would be eaten during “Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing,” and an animal cracker would be eaten during “Away in a Manger”). 

This year, maybe more than any other Christmas tradition, I’m grateful for a new one—or a revived one—at 
Second Presbyterian: the Advent devotional that Catherine brought together, a new tradition that was re-booted 
last year. This year so many folks in the church wrote a devotion for one of the days of Advent. Each day the 
devotional has scripture, a personal reflection from a member, and a photo. If you do not have one of these 
devotionals to guide you through this month, please call the church office, and we will make sure that you get 
one. 

Maybe like the poems on the packages that were important to me when I was young, what is most significant 
about our Advent devotional is the way that it reflects our giving part of ourselves. For a holy day that focuses 
on God giving himself to us, sharing ourselves seems like the best way to celebrate and to carry on the meaning 
of that first holy night.  

Have a very merry Christmas,  

Pastor Craig



FINDING HOPE, PEACE, JOY, AND LOVE:  ISAIAH AND CHRISTMAS 

During the first few hundred years of Christianity, many referred to the book of Isaiah (in the Old Testament) as 
the “Fifth Gospel.” Isaiah’s comments almost felt historical, not prophetic, which is why so many have become a 
key part of our worship. With one foot in Isaiah’s vision and the other in the reality of the incarnation of Jesus, 
this Advent we focus on how we can find hope, peace, joy, and love. 

Nov. 29 “With Righteousness He Shall Judge”: Finding Hope
Isaiah 11:1-10 and Luke 1:26-33, 38

Dec. 6  “The Redeemed Shall Walk There”: Finding Peace
Isaiah 35:1-10 and Luke 1:46-55

Dec. 13 “The People Who Walked in Darkness Have Seen a Great Light”: Finding Joy
Isaiah 8:19-9:7 and John 1:1-9

Dec. 20 “He Will Feed His Flock”: Finding Love
Isaiah 40:1-11 and John 1:14-16

Dec. 24 “Unto Us a Child Is Born” 
Isaiah 9:2-7 and Luke 1:46-55

Dec. 27 “What Child is This?”: Toward the Future
Luke 2:22-40

ADVENT WREATHS TO GO! 

Since we will not be able to gather together this year on the first 
Sunday of Advent to make take-home Advent wreaths, we are offering 
"Advent Wreaths To Go" for those of you who would like to assemble a 
wreath at home! If you are interested in making an Advent wreath for 
you and your family, please contact the Rev. Catherine Hart Monroe at 
revcat@spcnorfolk.org or 757-287-9897. You can pick up a bag of 
wreath-making supplies at the church between Nov. 21-29, or 
Catherine can bring supplies to you. Please email or call her to 
coordinate pick-up or delivery!



BEMA DISCIPLESHIP BIBLE STUDY 

Our Bible study based on the podcast, BEMA Discipleship, directed 
by Marty Solomon and Brent Billings, continues to inspire, inform, 
and encourage our love of God’s Word and His redemptive message 
of hope, inclusion, and provision. We have almost wrapped up 
Session One, The Torah, and look forward to beginning Session Two 
(beginning in January) which will include the Prophets, Writings, 
and Wisdom Literature. 
 
In November we have considered the deep meaning, of God’s “enoughness” gleaned from 40 years of 
wandering in the desert. God’s provision, presence, and trustworthiness has taken on an entirely new 
meaning as we have considered sheep, goats, trees, rocks, wadis, and the deeper meaning of the “desert” 
throughout the scripture. 

Below is a timeline of our upcoming December sessions. We will consider the final images of the desert and 
finish our study of Torah with a look into Deuteronomy and a Capstone summary of Session One. Where 
“Presentation” is noted, go to bemadiscipleship.com to access materials provided to enhance your study. We 
meet on Zoom Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 8:10. Call Claire Ficker at 757.777.8648 to share your email for 
Zoom access purposes or information about the study.

12/3/20 Episode 29  “Images of the Desert – Wadi and En Gedi”  Presentation 
12/10/20 Episode 30  “Lead with Your Voice”    Presentation 
12/17/20 Episode 31  “Remember Where You Came From”   Presentation 
  Episode 32  “Session One Capstone”    Presentation 

WITH APPRECIATION FOR BOB SHOUP’S SERVICE 
TO THE COMMUNITY

On November 19, our own Director of Music Bob Shoup was named Town-N-
Gown's Rita Costello Community Service Award winner at Old Dominion 
University. The honor recognizes individuals from Hampton Roads who have 
demonstrated unusual concern for and commitment to serving others over a 
period of years and, in Bob’s case, particularly acknowledged his role as the 
founding artistic director of the Norfolk Street Choir Project. If you are 
interested in following this work more directly, please go to Facebook and friend 
the Norfolk Street Choir Project page.



ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

We are very thankful our request for a hand sander has been fulfilled by Susan 
Patterson (Sally Hull’s sister).  Susan donated a new hand sander to Second and 
it will be put to good use.

The flat roof re-coating project has been completed. Work was inspected 
throughout the project and at the end. The result is a thorough quality job that 
should last 7-10 years.

Thank you, Tom Libbey (and Ava) for doing a beautiful job re-plastering damage to the wall above the 
outside door to the kitchen and repainting the whole kitchen.

Thank you, Jeff Stark for doing a great job sanding, priming and painting two of the church’s exterior blue 
doors. 

Upcoming project: Three exterior entryway roofs on the north (two) and south (one) of the church will be 
redesigned to solve ongoing maintenance and safety problems at the entryways. The existing framing and 
roofing will be removed and new framing and roofing installed that will align with the top of the existing 
stone coping; eliminating drainage and collection issues occurring on the existing roofs. The pitch of the new 
roofs will match the slope of the stone coping. A flat seam metal roof (on treated plywood) will have a patina 
similar to the existing copper flashing on the main pitched roof, and the flat 
section (1' or so on each side) a single ply membrane will tie into a 
waterproofing membrane under the new metal roof. 

Volunteers needed for Painting upstairs Sunday School classroom, TPC 
HVAC stack, and Upstairs women's restroom after replastering is complete. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to volunteer for projects. We have a 
large church and grounds to maintain. There are always projects around the 
church that need to be accomplished. If you’d like to  help, please get in touch 
with Kathy Stark at 757 774-1897 or jstark25@cox.net. Administrative 
Committee members: Rob Courtois, Tom Libbey and Nick Stampfli.  

Moment of nature: Nandinas laden with berries outside our church.



MISSION AT SECOND 

ST. COLUMBA GIFT CARD CONTRIBUTIONS:

St. Columba will support their food bank patrons, Norfolk Redevelopment Housing Authority residences 
and Next Step transitional households, for Christmas this year. Contributions are requested in the form of 
monies or gift cards from Walmart or Target. Increments of up to $25 are suggested. Contributions/gift 
cards can be left at the church office through Sunday, December 13. 

CHRISTMAS ON 34TH STREET:  

Second Presbyterian Church will be participating in a three night Christmas celebration for Park Place 
families that is sponsored by LAUNCH.   

Donations requested - Park Place Children’s Christmas Gifts: The Mission & Outreach Committee is 
requesting donations of fifty sports balls for teen boys (12 & up age) that will be given out during the 
final night, Friday, December 18. Each ball will be sanitized and placed in a clear bag once received at the 
church. The last day to donate is Sunday, Dec. 13. Please place the unwrapped balls in the designated bin 
near the main floor ladies restroom.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:  

- Katie White is mentoring Park Place folks to produce a Journey to Bethlehem Nativity Play on 34th 
Street, Wednesday, December 16, similar to that planned for December 12 at Second. She can use support 
from actors and stage hands.

- Smoked Biscuit plans to serve hot chocolate to the Nativity Play drive-by audience at the end of the 
production. If Second members care to share a favorite sweet or savory holiday treat, suitable for serving 
in a sandwich bag, please leave in the church kitchen by December 16.

- The SPC “Feed My Sheep Folks” plan to prepare and serve the monthly ready to eat meal on Thursday, 
December 17. As usual, bottled water and cookies are requested to accompany the hearty Brunswick 
Stew the Second Saturday chefs will prepare. Cooks for morning or afternoon shifts, as well as servers at 
Park Place, are needed on December 17. Look for an email with details, or contact Larry Hull or Joe 
Morgan.

ONGOING NEEDS

Throughout the year, St. Columba has an ongoing need for the following items in order to maintain a clean safe 
environment in their day center as well as their live-in Next Step shelters and to provide for daily needs of their 
clients:
 
Pine Sol
Bathroom Cleaner
Razors
Bottled Water
Travel Size Hygiene Items
Nonperishable food items
 



PEOPLE WHO SERVE JESUS CHRIST: PWSJC 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S FELLOWSHIP - HOT CHOCOLATE, PJS & STORY TIME: 
Parents, we will be mailing an invitation to the children. You can pick up hot chocolate from the church, 
details to follow. We would love them to join us for a cute little story! Scheduled date: December 9th, 6:30pm 
on Zoom.

CHILDREN’S MISSION - YOU’VE BEEN FROSTED:
Families, Amanda is arranging a frosted event. We will be “frosting” families: trying not 
to get caught, we’re delivering treats. Spreading the holiday spirit! Amanda will 
organize who to deliver to. For more information or to sign up please contact Amanda 
by December 6th.

CHRISTMAS ANGEL JOY: 
Children of SPC, our Christmas Angel Joy is coming back! Get ready for her hints on 
how to give and open your heart. This year is a little different because we will guess 
where she is hiding! 

NURSERY & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:
All nursery and elementary-aged children are welcome to join Amanda and Michelle via a closed Zoom 
meeting Sundays at noon for Sunday school! We will gather each week and learn different Bible lessons. 
Please contact Amanda for more information at besso.amanda@spcnorfolk.org or 757.701.4668.

YOUTH MISSION:
The youth are invited this month to spread some Christmas joy to furry friends in 
need by making dog and cat toys to donate to a local rescue shelter. The goal is to 
make 50 toys! Katie White will contact the parents of the youth to determine the best 
date for this project.

We do hope you will join us for the drive-by 
nativity play, acted out by the children and 

adults of SPC, which reminds us of 
God’s love and how the:

Prince of Peace, Mighty Counselor, Savior, 
Light of the World, Emmanuel, & Lamb of God

came to be with us…



FROM THE PAST OF SECOND PRESBYTERIAN 
INTO THE FUTURE

Jay Layne and Pastor Craig are gathering information about the history of the 
church. If you have any pictures, information and/or stories about the history of 
the church, especially from the Yarmouth Street location or the Hampton 
Boulevard location in the 1960s, please be in touch with either Jay or Craig.

THE MUSIC OF BELONGING

This time of year we expect to feel the anticipation of Christmas rituals, traditions, and activities that reflect 
our memories, histories, and faith. We usually ride a colorful wave of carols, lights, shopping, gathering, and 
family-ing to commemorate the arrival of Emmanuel, God With Us.

It is easy in this year of broken traditions and canceled rituals,to focus on the loss that surrounds us. My own 
“loss list” includes continued distance from my Pennsylvania family and not being able to prepare singers 
for concerts with the symphony… a gap in the cycle of my life that feels a bit like missing a limb. So many 
people around us face more severe and painful difficulties than these.

So how do we face this Christmas season in the face of such persistent shared distress?

The first thing I hope to do is to try to respond to some of the loss we feel as a church family. We have been 
missing the rich, spiritual experience of singing hymns, a beloved ritual which remains unsafe when we are 
gathered together. What we can do, however, is sing from home, which I invite you to do when we present a 
Webcast Carol Singing Celebration on Wednesday, December 16 (see information in this newsletter). I’m 
also planning to have the choir record some hymns for use in worship after the first of the year. I hope these 
initiatives will restore a bit of the experience we miss, even if it is not entirely “the same.”

The second way I hope I (and we) can be present in this holiday season is to live into words that Craig 
shared with us recently as part of the “Sounds of Thankfulness” event in November:

“I will not let the discouragement of what I’m going through make me forget 
the benefits of belonging to the God who has been so good to me.” (Steven Furtick)

 
The signs of God’s goodness—and presence—is all around us. It cannot be extinguished by the temporary 
trials of these days. It is audible in each and every carol’s melody, every child’s laugh, and every quiet 
moment spent with a friend. May our shared music of Christmas be the music of belonging to the Child of 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.

In Christ,

Bob



There is definitely a place for YOU at Second Presbyterian!



SPC Weekly calendar

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

7305 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23505

(757) 423-2822

https://spcnorfolk.org

Tuesday, December 1 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Upstairs Classroom] 

Wednesday, December 2 
Aaron Hatten’s Birthday 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [Zoom]  
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, December 3 
Elizabeth Reed’s Birthday 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, December 4 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 

Saturday, December 5 

Sunday, December 6 
John Vellines’ Birthday 
Online & In-Person Worship - 11:00AM 
[Livestream & SPC] 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, December 7 
Erin Todd’s Birthday 

Tuesday, December 8 
Tom Libbey’s Birthday 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 

Wednesday, December 9 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Children’s Story Time - 6:30PM [Zoom] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [Zoom]  
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, December 10 
Oliver Stampfli’s Birthday 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, December 11 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Sandwich Making - 12:00PM [Fellowship 
Hall] 

Saturday, December 12 
Taylor Crouch’s Birthday 
Second Saturday - 9:00AM [St. Mary’s] 
Drive-By Nativity Play - 3:30 to 4:30PM 
[SPC Parking Lot] 

Sunday, December 13 
St. Columba Giftcards Due 
Christmas on 34th St. Sports Balls Due 
Online & In-Person Worship - 11:00AM 
[Livestream & SPC] 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, December 14 

Tuesday, December 15 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 
Session Meeting - 6:00PM [Zoom] 

Wednesday, December 16 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Christmas on 34th St. Smoked Biscuit & 
Nativity Play - 5:00PM [Park Place] 
Webcast Carol Singing Celebration - 
6:30PM [Livestream] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [Zoom] 
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, December 17 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 
Park Place Meal Prep - 2:00PM [SPC 
Kitchen] 
Park Place Community Meal - 5:45PM 
[Park Place] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, December 18 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Christmas on 34th St. Gift Giveaway - 
5:00PM [Park Place] 

Saturday, December 19 
Bill Eley, Jr.’s Birthday 

Sunday, December 20 
Online & In-Person Worship - 11:00AM 
[Livestream & SPC] 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, December 21 

Tuesday, December 22 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 

Wednesday, December 23 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, December 24 CHRISTMAS 
EVE 
Christmas Eve Service - 5:30PM 
[Sanctuary] 
Christmas Eve Service - 7:00PM 
[Sanctuary & Livestream] 

Friday, December 25 MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
Nancy Morgan’s Birthday 

Saturday, December 26 

Sunday, December 27 
Michael Norman’s Birthday 
Online & In-Person Worship - 11:00AM 
[Livestream & SPC] 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 
SAA - 7:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 

Monday, December 28 
Henry Voter’s Birthday 

Tuesday, December 29 
SAA - 12:00PM [Fellowship Hall] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Upstairs Classroom] 

Wednesday, December 30 
The office is closed 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
SAA- 7:30PM [Library] 

Thursday, December 31 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 

Rev. Catherine Hart 
Monroe

 (757) 287-9897 [cell]  

revcat@spcnorfolk.org

Dr. Craig Wansink

 (757) 412-7467 [cell]  

cwansink@vwu.edu

http://www.spcnorfolk.org
mailto:cwansink@vwu.edu
mailto:cwansink@vwu.edu
http://www.spcnorfolk.org

