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PENTECOST, A HUGE TENT, AND THE
TOMCAT TOE TAPPIN’ DIXIELAND BAND OUTDOORS
Sunday, May 23, 9:30-10:30 a.m., outside under the tree
(please bring a folding chair and a mask)

May 23 “Come Like the Fire and Burn, Come Like the Wind and
Cleanse, Come Like the Light and Reveal” (Acts 2:1-21)
Pentecost is one of the few Christian holidays that Hallmark seems to ignore. Please join us at 9:30 a.m. Sunday,
May 23 under a huge tent as we reflect on what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Our friends from the
Tomcats Toe Tappin’ Dixieland Band will add to the spirit by playing Dixieland music for our festive celebration of
Pentecost.
Pentecost is described as “the birthday of the church.” It is the day when we remember the power of the Holy Spirit
as it shaped the first disciples and their mission. Acts 2 says that a mighty wind entered the room where the
disciples gathered, and “tongues of fire” came among those present. In remembering the tongues of fire, the color
red is associated with this day in the life of the church.
That’s why on this Sunday, everyone is invited to wear red to worship to celebrate the tongues of fire burning with
the good news. Red ties, red hats, red tuxedos, red shoes, . . . it doesn’t matter. Please join us in worship as we
remember the power of the Holy Spirit, in scripture, words, color, and music!

MINI MORNING DEVOTIONS—AND POWND CAKES BY
JEN—WITH MARY’S THIRD SON, JUDE
May 9, 10:15-10:45 a.m., outside under the tree
(please bring a folding chair and a mask)
Before 11 a.m. worship, please bring your lawn chair and join us for an
outdoor time of gathering that involves prayer, a brief reflection, and Pownd
Cakes by Jen.
In our sermon series on faith, at 11 this Sunday, we focus on Jesus’s brother,
James, who understood faith almost only in terms of acts of love. James
ended up leading the early church after the death of Jesus.
But at 10:15 a.m., on a day when many celebrate Mother’s Day, we celebrate Mary’s third son. Not Jesus or James, but
their brother Judas, whom most of us know as Jude. Like James, he wrote one of the letters of the New Testament.
Unlike James’s letter, not as many people have read Jude’s. Why does this little, 25-verse letter matter? Join us for a
time of prayer, breakfast Pownd cake, and a brief reflection on a little-known letter.
(And to learn about James, we encourage you to RSVP for the indoor worship service that follows at 11 a.m.)

AROUND THE WORLD WITH SECOND PRESBYTERIAN
& ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF!
Saturday June 5, 11 a.m-2 p.m., outdoors at Second Presbyterian Church
(please bring a folding chair and a mask)

AROUND THE WORLD SECOND PRESBYTERIAN RETREAT
Please join us on Saturday, June 5, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a retreat
outdoors at Second with the theme “Around the World.” The event will
feature international activities for the kids, speakers for the youth and
adults, lunch consisting of the Chili Cook-off, international storytelling,
and mission projects. Best of all, this will be a time to see each other
and interact as a church once again!
Please register by Monday, May 24, to allow us to prepare for
appropriate social distancing. Katie will email a registration link, or you
can call her at the church to register, 757-615-8278. Attendance is free,
but when you register, you will be asked to bring supplies for St.
Columba hygiene kits, which we will assemble as part of our mission
outreach. Please bring your own lawn chair and a mask!

THE POST-COVID CHILI COOK-OFF
Now is the time to enter the Chili Cook-off! This much-loved event takes place
Saturday, June 5, during the retreat. All entrants must be pre-registered by
May 24 to assist with social distancing plans. Please plan to bring your chili in
a crockpot and to be present to serve your chili. Per tradition, a prize will be
awarded the winner! Also, if you aren’t comfortable eating with others due to
COVID-19, we will be happy to bring the chili to your car.
Please contact Peggy Troyer (210-240-2628; alkatoma@netzero.com) if you
have any retreat or cook-off questions; or contact Katie White in the office
(757-615-8278; kkerr12@spcnorfolk.org) if you’d like to register!

FROM THE PASTOR

Community and Names

This past Sunday, seeing SPC family members return to worship in the
sanctuary was deeply meaningful as a first sign of a new season.
However much we can grow spiritually by ourselves, we need the
church, with its support and its challenges, to remind us that the life of
faith is broader than our own. As Hebrews 10:24 notes, a church family
helps us “provoke one another to love and good deeds.” Community
drags us out of our solitary conceit.
I’m so grateful to experience that kind of community each Sunday. One
of my highlights since Easter has been gathering with SPC family under
the tree on Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. for a book study of Lois
Tverberg’s Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus: How the Jewish Words of
Jesus Can Change Your Life. Please join us if you can. Casual
conversation in the sun, in comfy chairs, about meaningful themes, with
good people! You don’t even have to read the book. Just take a break
from your life!
The main purpose of the book is to highlight that Jesus was Jewish, so if
we understand some about Jewish culture, aspects of the New Testament
will make more sense to us or strike us in new ways.
Last Sunday one chapter we read focused on names and their meaning, and about what it means to do something
“in the name of God.” Names matter. The name Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua, both of which
mean “salvation” or “God saves.” On Sunday it struck me for the first time that when Jesus visits the house of
Zaccheus (the wee little man who was in a sycamore tree), that Jesus then announces, “Today salvation has come
this this house” (Luke 17:9). I had always seen that verse as referring to the change in the life of Zaccheus, but I
now see that Jesus also is referring to the literal meaning of his name.
Those of us gathered on Sunday talked some about what our names literally mean. Philip Byrd noted that his first
name means “lover of horses,” but he indicated that that name didn’t inordinately shape his life and that, in his
family, most of the men were known by their middle names. Judy Tressel noted that her name—Julia—comes
straight from the New Testament. Paul greets Julia in Romans 16. At one point, I asked Judy if she could have a
different biblical name, what would it be? She said that she liked her own name, Julia. But then in an email a day
later, after having reflected some more, she shared two other names that she appreciates: Onesimus is the name of
the slave who serves Paul when Paul was in prison (this is described in Philemon, verses 11 and 20). Onesimus
literally means “beneficial.” Judy noted that for a female name, she would choose Ruth, because she was faithful to
Naomi’s God and to Naomi. Most people see the word Ruth as literally meaning “compassion for another.”
Our names frequently shape us and shape our understanding of who we are. Sometimes we lose track of who we
are or what our primary identity is. Each of us belongs to a God who loves us, who is so much greater than us. Each
of us finds our true identity and meaning as a child of God. Sometimes we lose that identity. We get lost. That is one
reason why community matters so much. When we get lost in our own solitary conceits, we need community to
remind us of who we really are. I used to think that being dependent made people weak; but now I see that it's
what makes people strong. We belong to God and are deeply loved. No identity matters more. And then—as Bob
Goff says—”God brings us together to be a symphony, not just soloists. Independently capable; collectively
unbelievable.”
So grateful to be on this journey with you,
Pastor Craig

FAITH THROUGH OTHERS’ EYES
A SERMON SERIES: April 11-May 16
How do you live out your faith? How do you keep your faith alive? How do you find faith when your world is
turned upside down? In reflecting on the Psalms, Harold Kushner writes, “There are days when I have trouble (with
faith), days when I wonder about the efficacy of prayer and whether good will indeed triumph in the end. On days
like that, I need to turn to the Psalms, not to find answers, . . . not to be told what to believe, but to be reminded of
what the world looks like when seen through the eyes of a believer.”
During the weeks between Easter and Pentecost, we will look at faith through the eyes of believers like Cleopas, Job,
Abraham, and James. Please join us on the journey.
May 2
May 9
May 16

“Abraham: When Your Faith Demands that You Question God”
Genesis 22:1-19
“James: When Faith Isn’t Enough”
James 2:14-19
“David: The End of Faith”
Psalm 4

WORSHIP AROUND THE WORLD ON HAMPTON BOULEVARD
LIVING AS GLOBAL CHRISTIANS

Our faith lives have been shaped by the faith lives of fellow Christians around the globe. As Presbyterians, we have
been shaped by confessions of faith from people whose life journeys have helped them understand God more
clearly. For the next month we focus on key scripture and how experiences in Germany, Scotland, the United
States, and South Africa make these passages particularly relevant to us.
May 30 Embracing Guilt, Grace, and Gratitude (John 8:1-11; Luke 17:11-19)
(with a look at Germany and The Heidelberg Catechism)
June 6 Being Accountable to Others (Matthew 18:15-22)
(with a look at Scotland and the Scots Confession)
June 13 Being Ambassadors of Reconciliation (Ephesians 2:13-20, 2 Corinthians 5:16-20)
(with a look at the U.S. & The Confession of 1967)
June 20 Reaching to those Outside (Isaiah 42:1-7, Luke 4:16-30)
(with a look at South Africa and The Confession of Belhar)

MISSION AT SECOND
We are excited to announce that Second is partnering with our neighbor, Church of the Good Shepherd, to collect
donations for individuals in need in our community. If you’re able, please contribute to Good Shepherd’s Food Drive
to benefit the Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia, which will run through Memorial Day, May 31. Good Shepherd is
collecting diapers, baby formula, peanut butter, canned soup, canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned stew, canned
fish, canned beans, pasta, spaghetti sauce and rice. Donations can be placed in the bin marked Food Drive Donations
in the hallway at Second. Church of the Good Shepherd will contribute to our efforts to collect items for St. Columba,
including travel-size toothpaste, dental floss, other travel-size hygiene products, bathroom cleaner, granola bars, beef
jerky, adult clothes of all sizes, and plastic bags. If you have questions, please contact Elisabeth Sawyer
(emsawyer@cox.net).
We also invite members of the congregation to donate blood during Church of the Good Shepherd’s Blood Drive
Sunday, May 9, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Red Cross is in desperate need of blood and has taken every precaution
necessary to make this a safe event. If you have questions, contact Jen Minks (Church of the Good Shepherd) at
JEN_MINKS@msn.com. To sign up, go to www.redcrossblood.org/ and enter Good Shepherd.
Second will continue to contribute to St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen the second Saturday of each month. Sandwich-making
for distribution at St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen and at St. Columba will take place at noon Friday, May 7. Please contact
Larry Hull if you’re interested in assisting. We also will continue to provide dinners to the Park Place community
through the LAUNCH program on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month. Look for an email with a link to SignUp
Genius if you would like to assist with the meals May 6 and/or May 20. Please reach out to Alice Allen-Grimes
(jgrimesiv@cox.net) or Joe Morgan (jnmorgan18@gmail.com) if you have questions.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY
NURSERY & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:

Nursery and elementary-age children are welcome to join our closed Zoom meeting each
Sunday at noon. Each week we try new ways to share Bible lessons. We've made prayer boxes
and faith bracelets, and this month we’ll try our hand with puppets and skits. We also plan to
assemble and distribute goodie bags for our local firefighters to thank them for all they do. We
have a great group of kids and look forward to seeing you on Zoom. Please contact Michelle for
more information at bailey.michelle@spcnorfolk.org or 757-550-4473.

YOUTH MISSION:
The youth this month are invited to help
serve the Park Place community dinner to
those in need Thursday, May 20 at 4:20
p.m. Please contact Katie White at
kkerr12@spcnorfolk.org or 757-615-8728
with any questions.
The youth last month did a fantastic job with helping to prepare for Bingo
Night scheduled for May 1, which will benefit our mission partners!

SINGING AGAIN!
Last year when we were able to temporarily re-open worship to limited in-person attendance, we did not have the
benefit of vaccinations and were also operating with less medical information than we have now. At that time we
decided to remove all vocal music from worship, a choice that accommodated safety needs related to gathering
together but extracted a meaningful part of our worship experience.
Happily, this re-opening is different. With the ever-growing administration of vaccines and current research data,
we are able to confidently plan worship in a way that allows live singing with a few safety measures in place.
First, congregational singing can take place again under the following conditions:
1. Participant must be masked over mouth and nose
2. Singing must be of the quiet variety – not full throated, “cut loose” singing (which we will fully
encourage when conditions allow!)
Research has revealed that quiet singing produces droplets/aerosols at a low level that is comparable to talking or
breathing. Loud singing produces roughly 30 times this amount. So—as long as we can stick to humming or
singing quietly with masks on in worship, we believe we can sing together again with a low risk of danger to one
another.
Second, singing by leaders at the front of the sanctuary will take place under the following conditions:
1. Singers will be distanced from one another and from the congregation
2. Masks will be worn during singing
3. We will have no more than four singers at a time
Since this singing is more robust than what we must do when all singing together, the limited numbers, masking
and distancing should provide sufficient protection as we move forward.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email or call us at the church—we hope these new protocols will allow
us to gather again in a richer, fuller worship environment even as we look forward to the day we can sing again at
the top of our lungs without fabric barriers!

“SINGING OUR FAITH”
A note from Robert Shoup, Director of Music
You may have noticed this heading in our worship bulletins in recent months: “Singing Our Faith.” I love that this
does more than simply identify the presence of a “hymn,” going further to remind us of why the hymn or other
worship song is there and what our participatory role can be in that moment.
When the calendar turned to 2021, I had hoped to launch a special multimedia hymn project which for several
reasons didn’t pan out (best laid plans!). As part of that effort, however, it was inspiring to receive some input from
SPC members who beautifully expressed the role of hymns in their faith journeys. Consider these lovely offerings
from Roy and Beverly Graeber:
“Still, Still, Still” is my all-time favorite hymn among the many that I love. When I hear it, in my mind I am
transported to the Bethlehem manger where Mary is softly singing the peaceful baby Jesus to sleep. I am
there with them, witnessing the birth of Christ, the birth that changed the world forever.
“Amazing Grace is my second favorite, a hymn that is merely a transition from the birth of our savior in “Still,
Still, Still” to me as an adult in contemporary times. Nothing can be clearer or more accurate than the first
verse, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me, I once was lost but now am found,
was blind but now I see.” The words of this hymn were written for me, which is why I often choke up when
singing this hymn because it describes my journey of redemption and forgiveness by the grace of God.
“In the Garden” is Beverly’s favorite hymn. Thinking of it and singing it transports her to the garden by the
open tomb and sitting next to Jesus, the risen Lord. Beverly sang this hymn at her grandmother’s funeral and
enjoys the mental transformation every time she hears and sings this hymn (which was also my mother’s
favorite).
I love that these experiences are treasured not only in the hearing of such worship songs, but in the singing of them.
As we return—inch by inch—to singing together again in worship (see “Singing Again” in this newsletter), may we
do so remembering that we don’t so much sing songs, as sing faith. I am deeply grateful for Roy and Beverly’s
generous sharing of their experiences and for the many similar stories that fill the hearts of our church community…
as well as those that have encouraged and inspired a great cloud of witnesses through the centuries.

THE ROBERTSON DECK . . . IT’S COMING!
Sometimes the City of Norfolk’s timing is not our timing, but as soon as permits get approved, we look
forward to our 36-foot-long deck to host outdoor services and events. In the meantime, if you’re able,
please join us in that area for Sunday afternoon Bible study, May 2-23 (2 p.m., open to all), to our May 9
morning devotions and cake at 10:15, and to our May 23 Pentecost service at 9:30 a.m. with the
Tomcats Toe Tappin’ Dixieland Band. Just bring your folding chair and come join us! (Or borrow one of
our less comfortable folding chairs, if you wish!)

COUNT THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING
People are starting to notice. What are they noticing? Improvements made to the church inside and outside!
These improvements were accomplished because you worked to make them happen.
Pivot. That’s a word you’ve heard a lot lately. We all had to pivot starting in 2020. So, the Administrative
Committee tried new ways of moving forward to do what needed to be done. We weren’t alone. You pivoted
with us. When we encourage one another, and work in community, like you have done, we can accomplish
good things. Here are a few of those good things.
You may have noticed new garden drainage to move water away
from the church foundation. Please say thank you when you see
Jeff Stark.
Or, you may have noticed plants being relocated and new plants
appearing to replace worn out ones. Make sure to say thank you
to Nell Armstrong and Pam Reed.
We hope you will notice old AC units removed and new
brickwork installed near the North Shore entrance. Dave Nye is
doing this work.
Or, you may have noticed Tom Libbey at work reinstalling the
refurbished front entry light.

Sometimes, the permitting process can take awhile! Site permits are
being reviewed by the city for the proposed deck. We’ll keep you
updated as progress is made.
The Administrative Committee created a system to track our progress
and prioritize what needs to be done so we can work smarter to
accomplish good things for you, our church community.
Pastor Craig said the following during the April 25 service and it really
resonated. “Interdependence with others is where we find our
meaning.”

So, thank you to everyone who continues to work in community
with us. It means a lot. If you’d like to partner with our committee
and have an idea to share, let us know by getting in touch with
Kathy Stark at 757-774-1897 or jstark25@cox.net. Administrative
Committee members Tom Libbey, Pam Reed, Nick Stampfli and
Mark Stearns allow us to accomplish good things. Your support helps
us do that!

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK CLUB!
Do you miss Sunday school? Do you miss group discussions? Join us for a
church-wide book club at 2 p.m. Sundays on the SPC lawn!
We are reading Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus by Lois Tverberg.
(Walking in the dust means following someone in arid climates). This
approachable book brings fresh understanding to some of Jesus’ words and
actions by examining their, and his, Jewish roots.
The book is available through Amazon and Christianbooks.com. A few
copies also are available in the church office. Each week the group discusses
two chapters. Bring your own lawn chair, you know the drill! We will meet
widely spaced in the building in case of inclement weather. A summary of
this discussion will be available for those who choose to participate at home.
These Sunday afternoon discussions continue through May 23.
Please contact Claire Ficker, 757-777-8648, with any questions.

SPC MONTHLY FAMILY UPDATE:
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
In an effort to stay connected as a community, we
will continue sending out a monthly Second
Family Update until we can gather again!
If you would like to participate, please submit a
picture and paragraph to Katie White
(kkerr12@spcnorfolk.org) by Monday, May 17.
Your paragraph should focus on the types of things
we would share with each other during fellowship
hour—a family or work update, inspirational
thoughts, challenges, or even recommendations on
books or podcasts!

There is definitely a place for YOU at Second Presbyterian!

SPC Weekly calendar
Saturday, May 1
Everyn Morrisette’s Birthday
Mildred Berryman Memorial 3PM [SPC/
Livestream]
Intergenerational Zoom Bingo Night 4PM [Zoom]
Sunday, May 2
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/Inperson]
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM
[Zoom]
SPC Book Club - 2PM [SPC Lawn]

Tuesday, May 11
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall]

Saturday, May 22
Stephanie Sugioka’s Birthday

Wednesday, May 12
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Success over Stress Group - 12P [Zoom]
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [Zoom/InPerson]

Sunday, May 23 PENTECOST
John Klein’s Birthday
Outdoor Pentecost Worship - 9:30A
[SPC Lawn]
Pentecost Worship - 11:00AM
[Livestream/In-person]
SPC Book Club - 2PM [SPC Lawn]

Thursday,May 13
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall]
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom]

Monday, May 3
Linda Park’s Birthday

Friday, May 14
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]

Tuesday, May 4
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall]
Wednesday, May 5
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Success over Stress Group - 12P [Zoom]
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [Zoom/InPerson]
Thursday, May 6
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall]
Park Place Meal Prep - 2:00PM [SPC
Kitchen]
Park Place Community Meal - 4:30PM
[Park Place]
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom]
Friday, May 7
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Sandwich Making - 12:00PM [Fellowship
Hall]
Saturday, May 8
Elijah Wikoff & Joe Libbey’s Birthday
Second Saturday - 9:00AM [St. Mary’s]
Sunday, May 9
Hassan Ndahi’s Birthday
Good Shepherd Blood Drive - 8A to 1P
[Church of the Good Shepherd]
Morning Devotions - 10:15A [SPC Lawn]
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/Inperson]
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM
[Zoom]
SPC Book Club - 2PM [SPC Lawn]

Monday, May 24
Elizabeth Stacks, Philip Byrd, & Nancy
Chapman’s Birthday
June Retreat and Chili Cook-off
Registration due

Saturday, May 15

Tuesday, May 25
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall]

Sunday, May 16
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/Inperson]
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM
[Zoom]
SPC Book Club - 2PM [SPC Lawn]

Wednesday, May 26
Jonathan Todd’s Birthday
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [Zoom/InPerson]

Monday, May 17
Clay Tinkham’s Birthday
SPC Family Update Due

Thursday, May 27
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall]
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom]

Tuesday, May 18
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Upstairs Classroom]
Session Meeting - 6:00PM [Zoom]

Friday, May 28
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]

Wednesday, May 19
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [Zoom/InPerson]
Thursday, May 20
Will Grimes’ Birthday
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall]
Park Place Meal Prep - 2:00PM [SPC
Kitchen]
Park Place Community Meal - 4:30PM
[Park Place]
Youth Mission - 4:30 [Park Place]
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom]

Saturday, May 29
Suzanne Heide’s Birthday
Sunday, May 30
Donna Millis & Dillon Courtois’ Birthday
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/Inperson]
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM
[Zoom]
Monday, May 31 MEMORIAL DAY
Foodbank Drive Donations Due

Friday, May 21
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]

Monday, May 10

Dr. Craig Wansink

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7305 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23505

(757) 412-7467 [cell]
cwansink@vwu.edu

(757) 423-2822
https://spcnorfolk.org

Rev. Catherine Hart
Monroe
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