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Second Life

AROUND THE WORLD WITH SECOND PRESBYTERIAN 

We hope you’ve signed up for the half-day retreat Saturday, June 5, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church. Dr. Larry Toney will speak, 
and the event includes activities for the kids, the Chili Cook-off, 
and outreach projects. We do need a head count, as well as chili 
entries. If you haven’t yet registered or are having trouble 
registering, please contact Katie White (757-615-8728; 
kkerr12@spcnorfolk.org) as soon as possible for assistance. We 
need an accurate head count to comply with COVID-19 measures.  
If you forget your chairs on the day of the retreat, the church will 
happily lend you some. Your presence is the most important thing! 

JOIN US AT THE ROBERTSON FAMILY DECK 

SUNDAY, JUNE 13: WORSHIP WITH THE BAND 
Worship outdoors with the band! Worship will be live only at 9:30 a.m. (and then webcast at noon).  
Please bring a chair! 
  
SUNDAY, JUNE 20: THE SHORTEST BOOK IN THE BIBLE AND POWND CAKE 
Before worship, at 10:15, please join us for a relaxing study of 3 John, the extremely interesting—but 
shortest—book of the Bible, along with the eating of a variety of flavors of Pownd Cake by Jen. This is a 
different book of the Bible, but a reprisal of our “Bible and cake” Mother's Day event. Please bring a chair! 
  
SUNDAY, JUNE 27: RECEPTION ON THE DECK 
Immediately after worship, please join us for lemonade, iced tea, and tasty homemade cookies!



FROM THE PASTOR      Faith and Creeds Around the Globe  

I recently saw the following quote, and it made me smile: “My wife and I decided we will need a vacation once 
the world reopens. I taped a world map to the refrigerator, gave my wife a magnetic dart, and said, ‘Wherever it 
lands is our vacation spot!’ Seems we will be spending two weeks behind the fridge.” 

Like many of you, I’ve been wondering if it might be possible to take some kind of vacation this year. Teddy is in 
Madrid, so I would love to see him. Or I’ve considered traveling to Iowa for my (one-year-belated) 40-year high 
school reunion. But, realistically, I likely will stay local. 

However, in worship we will travel a little each week in 
June, as we look at some of our confessions and creeds 
from around the globe. As Presbyterians, we recognize 
that our perspectives are shaped through statements of 
faith by the Christians who came before us. The Apostles’ 
Creed, Nicene Creed, Barmen Declaration, Scots 
Confession, Confession of Belhar, and so many other 
statements of faith recognize that Christians from Rome, 
Germany, Scotland, South Africa, and elsewhere struggled 
to understand how the Bible shaped them as they faced 
particular issues and challenges in their own day. 

Different situations require different presentations of the gospel message. 

I have been struck recently by how world-weary people are today. Many people are deeply discouraged by 
disagreement and division in the country.  They don’t have hope. They lack joy. That is the situation we face at 
this particular time in history. How do we share joy, grace, hope, and love? More than ever, the church’s message 
is so important. 

Join us as we turn to the creeds and confessions of the past, in order to get a clearer sense about who we are to 
be in the future. 

With love,  
Pastor Craig 

COVID-19 UPDATES AND WORSHIP 

So much changes so quickly. With the recent CDC and Commonwealth announcements, and with the increase in 
vaccinations and decrease in COVID-19 cases, we have reason to be heartened.  

At the church we’re making phased changes back toward a new normal. For instance, even with physical distancing, 
we’re able to raise the numbers of worshippers in the church. And we are doing that. Right now we’re wearing 
masks in the sanctuary, but the vaccinated singers leading worship will not be required to do so while they are 
singing. In all we are doing, we’re trying to be thoughtful and safe, to recognize the immunocompromised and the 
children who are not vaccinated, and to embrace best practices. We are heading in a good direction. We will 
continue to provide updates through emails and worship. 



YOU MAKE GOOD THINGS HAPPEN 

Pastor Craig introduced the work of Carey Nieuwhof to the elders, and I (Kathy Stark) have been following his blog 
since. He's a sought-after leadership speaker and author of several bestselling books. He holds degrees in law, 
theology, and history. This article is inspired by Carey.  

Carey says first-time guests make up their minds whether or not they’re coming back in the first 10 minutes of their 
visit to church. Although there are more reasons than listed here, these are what the Administrative Committee can 
influence.  

I think we can all relate to becoming blind to imperfections in ourselves, our house, and our church. You no longer 
hear the sharp tone you use to address people you love, are blind to cracks in the sidewalk, or don’t notice the 
storage of long past useful items leaking into every corner.  

We all care about the signals we send. We care about each other, and cleaning and maintaining the building where 
we worship reflects that care.  

We are reliant on each other to provide that caring hand.  

So, if you have the spiritual gift of painting, changing ceiling lights, working outside, or reviewing and updating 
process documents, let us know. We need you.  

The improvements you’ve seen so far are because you shared your gifts.  

Together, we can continue to share our gifts and accomplish great progress, with care reflected in every corner. 
From working on financials, reviewing insurance policies, updating the handbook, changing ceiling lighting to 
reduce energy costs, overseeing deck-building, pruning all the azaleas on the grounds, ensuring plants are watered 
(crucial during hot months), painting the interior side of exterior doors, and disposing of unused items, you shared 
your gifts with Second this past month.  

Thank you, Joe Morgan, the Stampflis, Tom Libbey, Mark Stearns, Sam Stearns, Kevin Kittredge, Jeff Stark, Pam 
Reed,  Nell Armstrong, Mary Buckelew, the Phelpses, and Wendy Horner. 

If you’d like to partner with our committee or have a hand to lend or an idea to share, let us know. Please get in 
touch with Kathy Stark at 757-774-1897 or jstark25@cox.net. Administration Committee members: Tom Libbey, 
Pam Reed, Nick Stampfli, and Mark Stearns.  Your support helps us flourish! 



LIVING AS GLOBAL CHRISTIANS    
Sermon Series: May 30-June 20

Our faith lives have been shaped by the faith 
lives of fellow Christians around the globe. As 
Presbyterians, we have been shaped by 
confessions of faith from people whose life 
journey has helped them understand God 
more clearly. For the next month we focus on 
key scripture and how experiences in 
Germany, Scotland, United States, and South 
Africa make these passages particularly 
relevant to us. 

May 30 Embracing Guilt, Grace, and Gratitude (John 8:1-11; Luke 17:11-19) 
  (with a look at Germany and The Heidelberg Catechism) 

June 6 Being Accountable to Other (Matthew 18:15-22) 
  (with a look at Scotland and the Scots Confession) 

June 13 Being Ambassadors of Reconciliation (Ephesians 2:13-20, 2 Corinthians 5:16-20)  
  (with a look at the U.S. & The Confession of 1967) 

June 20 Reaching to those Outside (Isaiah 42:1-7, Luke 4:16-30) 
   (with a look at South Africa and The Confession of Belhar) 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS HAROLD? 

While our worship in June highlights global themes, our good 
friend Harold also is traveling this month, working on different 
construction projects through Stihl. Each week Harold will be come 
to us through video from around and across the United States. 

SPC SOFTBALL IS BACK! 

Our softball team will have a shortened 
season this summer, but please come to their 

games to cheer them on! All games are 
played at Northside Park. 

Friday, June 4: 7 and 8 p.m. 
Friday, June 11: 7 and 8 p.m. 

Monday, June 14: 7 and 8 p.m. 
Friday, June 25: 7 and 8 p.m.



DRESSED FOR SUCCESS: ARMORED AND READY  
(A Deeper Look at Ephesians 6:10-18) 

Sermon Series: June 27-July 25 

“People do not drift toward holiness,” D. A. Carson said. 
“Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate 
toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and 
delight in the Lord.” We don’t gravitate, but we have to make 
conscious choices, as conscious as the steps of getting 
dressed each day. In this series we focus on ways to prepare 
ourselves for the challenges of life. 

June 27 Armored with Truth When Walking through Fire     
 (Daniel 3:13-25; Ephesians 6:10-14) 
July 4 Armored with Justice and a Sling   
 (1 Sam. 16:1, 4-13; 17:33-44; Ephesians 6:10-14) 
July 11 Armored Feet in the Service of Peace   
 (Luke 2:1-20; Ephesians 6:10-11, 15)     
July 18 Armored with a Shield of Faith   
 (Matthew 14:22-33; Ephesians 6:10-11, 16) 
July 25 Armored with Salvation and the Spirit   
 (Acts 16:16-40; Ephesians 6:10-11, 17-18) 

CHRISTIANS IN GAZA AND THROUGHOUT THE MIDDLE EAST (from Pastor Craig) 

At the all-church retreat (11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 5), Dr. Larry Toney will speak for about 45 minutes on 
Christians in Iraq and the Middle East. It is personal for him, in part because he served as a military chaplain in Iraq 
and saw firsthand the challenges that Christians there face. 

Maybe because we tend to be so Europe-focused, we—as Christians—tend to not think as much about Christians in 
the Middle East. Clearly they are in the minority, so they have had very different faith experiences than most 
Christians we know.  

During my time in the Middle East, I met many Christians, not as many 
in Israel, but many in Palestine (particularly Bethlehem), Gaza, and 
Jordan. Nancy and I help financially support tuition for a Palestinian 
Christian woman from Gaza who attends Bethlehem Bible College, 
studying to go into Christian ministry. It continues to grieve me that 
because she is Palestinian, Israel does not allow her to visit holy sites in 
Jerusalem, even though those sites are literally just six miles away from 
where she’s doing her studies.  

The latest round of violence in Gaza killed at least 243 Palestinians, including 66 children. On the Israeli side, 12 
people, including two children, also have been killed. It is a frightening time for everyone. Palestinian Christians 
have been devastated and are fearful for their lives.  

Please join us June 5 to hear from Larry about the experiences and challenges of Christians in Iraq. And please keep 
all people in the Middle East in your prayers. 



CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY 

A JOY-FILLED JUNE FOR CHILDREN 
During the month of June, Katrina Wansink will reach out to kids to get them engaged in leading worship. If you are a 
kid who is open to reading, being an acolyte, or sharing in other ways, please feel free to reach out to her as well. 

For the all-church international retreat Saturday, June 5, join us in the fellowship hall. What will we be doing? 
Decorating hats and aprons for the chili cook-off, being in some silly photos that will be used in worship, and learning 
about Christians around the world through games, crafts, videos, and stories. Join us at 11 a.m., have lunch with us, 
and stay until 2 p.m. 

And then, June 26, join us for a car wash. We’ll get a little wet, clean some cars, and raise money for our mission 
partners overseas. It starts at 10 a.m. in the church parking lot. We look forward to seeing you. 

Any questions, contact Katrina Wansink, 757-802-1536. 

YOUTH MISSION 
The youth last month did a wonderful job serving 100 meals to people in the Park Place community. This month, they 
are invited to make a difference by participating in a car wash on June 26 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Proceeds will 
benefit our international mission partners—the Kerrs, Jenn West, the Seidls, and the Jungs—which helps spread the 
gospel around the world! 

A SHIFT IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

As Michelle Bailey pursues a calling in Indiana working as steward/caretaker 
in a group home, we ask you to keep her and her work in your prayers. We 
wish her the absolute best. 

With that shift, we are so pleased to welcome Katrina Wansink into the role 
of Director of Children’s Ministry. Katrina grew up in Second, has worked in 
the nursery for years, and has just recently finished her MAT (Master of Arts 
in Teaching) degree at James Madison University. Katrina plans to teach 
elementary education in Virginia Beach this fall, and she is eager to lead 
Vacation Bible School and to work each week with the children of Second 
Presbyterian. 

Please mark your calendars and plan 
to bring your car to the PWSJC 

carwash. All proceeds will benefit 
our international mission partners, 

who work to spread the gospel 
around the world!



 MISSION AT SECOND 

NORFOLK STREET CHOIR PROJECT AS NEW MISSION PARTNER 

We are excited to announce that Second has adopted the Norfolk 
Street Choir Project as a mission partner. The Norfolk Street Choir 
Project (NSCP) engages the community and supports neighbors 
through arts opportunities in a joyful, affirming, and safe 
environment. Established in 2016, NSCP provides encouragement 
and affirmation to vulnerable members of our community through 
music instruction, choir rehearsals, and performances. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the choir has been limited and, in its place, 
a vibrant visual arts program has grown. NSCP is based out of 
Freemason Street Baptist Church in downtown Norfolk and 
provides participants with breakfast and the opportunity to engage 
in the arts on Friday mornings. NSCP programming also includes 
access to a clothes closet, shower facilities, City of Norfolk 
Community Service Board representatives, and medical services 
from EVMS representatives. Rich Voter will serve as the SPC’s 
mission partner liaison. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR HUNGER 

Second continues to contribute to the St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen the second Saturday of each month. Sandwich-making 
for distribution at St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen and at St. Columba will take place Friday, June 11, at noon. Please contact 
Larry Hull if you’re interested in assisting. We also will continue to provide dinners to the Park Place community 
through the LAUNCH program on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month. Please look for an email with a link to 
SignUp Genius if you’re interested in volunteering to assist with the meals June 3 and/or June 17. Please reach out to 
Alice Allen-Grimes or Joe Morgan if you have questions.      

ST. COLUMBA ECUMENICAL MINISTRIES UPDATE 

Our mission partner St. Columba Ecumenical Ministries (SCEM) has continued to serve our neediest neighbors 
throughout the pandemic. In April alone, SCEM handed out 836 bagged sandwich meals (many made by members of 
SPC), 30 bags of clothing (jeans, socks, underwear, masks and rain ponchos), 30 goody bags, and 53 hygiene kits, as 
well as 20 laundry cards and 20 bus passes. The organization also provided $1,125 in prescription medicine vouchers 
in April.  

Starting in mid-June, SCEM will gradually reopen its day center. 
The staff doesn’t anticipate needing volunteers until later because 
a limited number of clients will be allowed in at a time. The 
showers and bathrooms will be open again, as well as sitting 
space for clients to rest and cool off.  

You can help SCEM by placing items in the bin in our hall, 
including dry and canned goods for the food pantry, granola bars, 
beef jerky, bottled water, and washcloths.  

We will make hygiene kits for SCEM at the retreat on June 5! 

And check out the new SCEM webpage that just went online: 
https://www.stcolumbaministries.com/ 

Park Place dinner servers, May 2021
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PENTECOST MEMORIES 

Friends reunited, joyful music, balloons, even cupcakes! May 23 was beautiful.  
It’s a new dawn, it’s a new day, it’s a new life! 



There is definitely a place for YOU at Second Presbyterian!

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Sunday, July 11, after worship, the Sunshine Committee will hold an organizing meeting. It’s a great chance to get 
caught up and choose your month to send birthday and get-well wishes. There’s always room for more! If you have 
any questions, contact Peggy Troyer. We will welcome a few new Sunshines, so if this is something that appeals to 
you, please join us! 

SOS SUPPORT GROUP 

This summer, Third Presbyterian, along with Second Presbyterian,  
will offer a summer support group entitled  

Success Over Self-Esteem Support Group  

Self-Esteem Facts:   
•75% of girls with low self-esteem report engaging in negative activities, such as cutting themselves, binge eating, 

and abusing substances.   
•74% of women feel under pressure to please everyone. 
•70% of girls report that they do not feel they are good enough.     
•52% of women and girls over the age of 13 are “unhappy with their bodies.”   
•Many men also struggle with poor self-worth, poor self-acceptance, and poor self-image.  

The group will meet four times 
from noon to 1 p.m. Wednesdays in June: 

June 9, 16, 23, and 30 

Dr. Larry Toney, a National Certified Counselor,  
will facilitate the group.   

The group is free.   
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  

Contact Pastor Larry to register at larrytoney1998@gmail.com  

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK CLUB 

We finished our first book, Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus, which left us feeling better equipped to grasp the 
importance of the Old Testament to New Testament Christians, to understand Jesus’ Jewish traditions, and to get 
the messages in a few parables that would have been obvious to the disciples but not to us. The book club will 
read a second book starting in September, Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus by Ann Spangler and Lois Tverberg. 
We will most likely meet for our discussions Sunday mornings at 9:15 before worship. Everyone is welcome.  The 
book is very accessible and will deepen our understanding of what Jesus said and did by enlightening us to the 
cultural framework of the day. Watch this space for more specifics. Talk to Claire Ficker or Peggy Troyer if you 
have questions. 
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SPC Weekly calendar

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

7305 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23505

(757) 423-2822

https://spcnorfolk.org

Tuesday, June 1 

Wednesday, June 2 
Corinne Todd’s Birthday 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [SPC] 

Thursday, June 3 
Park Place Meal Prep - 2:00PM [SPC 
Kitchen] 
Park Place Community Meal - 4:30PM 
[Park Place] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 4 
Bob Crouch’s Birthday 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
SPC Softball Games - 7:00 & 8:00PM 
[Northside] 

Saturday, June 5 
Carolyn Clark’s Birthday 
“Around the World with Second Pres.” - 
11AM to 2PM [SPC] 
SPC Chili Cook-Off - 12:00PM [SPC] 

Sunday, June 6 
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/In-
person] 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 

Monday, June 7 

Tuesday, June 8 
Emily Gower & Joe Morgan’s Birthday 
Election Day - all day [SPC] 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & SPC] 

Wednesday, June 9 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
S.O.S Group - 12:00PM [Zoom] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [SPC] 

Thursday, June 10 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 11 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
Sandwich Making - 12:00PM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
SPC Softball Games - 7:00 & 8:00PM 
[Northside] 

Saturday, June 12 
Second Saturday - 9:00AM [St. Mary’s] 

Sunday, June 13 
Dave Horner’s Birthday 
Outdoor Worship - 9:30 AM [SPC 
Outdoors] 
There will not be an 11 AM service/the 
outdoor service will be posted online 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 

Monday, June 14 
Kerrie Stacks & Bev Graeber’s Birthday 
SPC Softball Games - 7:00 & 8:00PM 
[Northside] 

Tuesday, June 15 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Upstairs Classroom] 
Session Meeting - 6:00PM [Zoom] 

Wednesday, June 16 
Eloise Bull & Walt Shear’s Birthday 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
S.O.S Group - 12:00PM [Zoom] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [SPC] 

Thursday, June 17 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 
Park Place Meal Prep - 2:00PM [SPC 
Kitchen] 
Park Place Community Meal - 4:30PM 
[Park Place] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 18 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 

Saturday, June 19 
Seth Gower’s Birthday 

Sunday, June 20 FATHER’S DAY 
Outdoor Bible Study - 10:15AM [SPC] 
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/In-
person] 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 

Monday, June 21 

Tuesday, June 22 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 

Wednesday, June 23 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
S.O.S Group - 12:00PM [Zoom] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [SPC] 

Thursday, June 24 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom] 

Friday, June 25 
Bob Shoup’s Birthday 
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
SPC Softball Games - 7:00 & 8:00PM 
[Northside] 

Saturday, June 26 
PWSJC Car Wash - 10AM to 1PM [SPC 
Parking Lot] 

Sunday, June 27 
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/In-
person] 
Deck Reception - 12:15PM [SPC 
Outdoors] 
Children’s Sunday School - 12:00PM 
[Zoom] 

Monday, June 28 

Tuesday, June 29 
Katie White’s Birthday 
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM 
[Zoom & Fellowship Hall] 

Wednesday, June 30 
Spencer Tinkham’s Birthday 
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship 
Hall] 
S.O.S Group - 12:00PM [Zoom] 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:30PM [SPC] 

Rev. Catherine Hart 
Monroe

 (757) 287-9897 [cell]  

revcat@spcnorfolk.org

Dr. Craig Wansink

 (757) 412-7467 [cell]  

cwansink@vwu.edu
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