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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 14
POTLUCK, PLEDGES, AND PRAISES: MAKING MEANINGFUL COMMITMENTS
On Sunday, November 14, we gather for worship
and dedication of our stewardship pledges for
2022. Immediately after worship, we will join
together for a potluck dinner—a time to enjoy
fellowship, to remind ourselves of how we have
been blessed, and to try the interesting, unusual,
and tasty dishes that our members are known for.
When we gather together in our church family, we
bring an interesting amalgam of gifts. Our potlucks
are equally interesting! The main dish will be
provided (fried chicken and barbecue); please bring
a side dish, salad, or dessert.
During Stewardship Sunday, we are reminded of the importance of finances in sustaining
the organization and administration of the church. We are reminded of the importance of
looking beyond our immediate needs and—in the process—recognize that we are called in
community with others. And we are reminded of all the reasons we have to be thankful. We
are stewards. Although we have been given a certain number of years, a variety of talents,
and some resources, ultimately all that we have belongs to God.
Be in prayer before that day. In the next weeks you will receive in the mail a letter and a
pledge card. Please consider the ways in which you have been blessed and in which you
are thankful. Also be in prayer about your commitment for this coming year. Your
contributions of money, time, or participation are important to Second Presbyterian Church
and to the message we share.
Sometimes it takes us years to get perspective on life, on God’s call to us, and on our purpose. Hopefully we grow to
increasingly see how our blessings make sense in terms of our service to others and to the church, so that the gospel
will touch more and more lives, all to the glory of God.
On November 14, please make the time to join us for a special worship service during which we will reaffirm our
commitment through stewardship pledges, and—afterward—join together for an outdoor potluck dinner
celebration. The main dish will be provided; please bring a side dish, salad, or dessert.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 7
Sleep in an extra hour if you wish. Or come early and give blood on this
Sunday. Or come at 9:30 for a meaningful and fun adult-education class on
the Gospel of Mark. Or see you at 11 for worship!

FROM THE PASTOR

GIVING THANKS

When I was growing up in the 1960s, my extended family—about 20 of us—would celebrate Thanksgiving each year at
my aunt’s farm in Correctionville, Iowa. There would always be at least five kinds of pie, and lots of card tables, and
after eating, people fell into what then was predictable behavior. We kids would chase each other through the fields and
ditches of the farm, the women would be talking and cleaning in the kitchen, and the men would all be watching a
football game on TV—that is, until they all drifted off to sleep.
As I got older, my parents, brother, and I stayed closer to home for Thanksgiving. That was really my mom’s day. She
loved to feed people and have them over for that special meal. Food would be great, frequently there would be riddles
or jokes taped to the bottom of our plates, we would play games, and there would be plenty of practical jokes.
My mother frequently invited outsiders for Thanksgiving. Sometimes people who didn’t have anywhere else to go;
sometimes people whom my father, brother, and I had never met. She was just trying to figure out how to make the table
bigger and to include more people.
I’ve shared this story before. This year it is resting on my heart. My mother was a secretary at a prosecuting attorney’s
office. One year a prostitute had been arrested and was up in the office. An attorney, probably around 35 or 40, was
very socially awkward. He wanted to be liked in the office, but just wasn’t, in part because he had no sense for how
socially awkward he came across. This attorney went into the room to get a statement from the prostitute.
He went into the room and came out immediately. It soon became known to
everyone that a year previously he had had a date with this woman. He called it a
date, everyone in the office called it a date, but my guess is that, under other
circumstances, all of them would have used a word other than “date” to describe
that encounter. It would not surprise anyone that this attorney would pay for a date.
Even if the two of them did nothing other than bowl or go to a movie together, it
would have been easy to imagine that he would have paid her to do so. He was
lonely.
That said, it was clear to everyone that dinner, a movie, or bowling probably were
not part of this particular date. There were no charges against him or anything like
that, but he was devastated. He was shamed. He would avoid the other attorneys
and everyone else. He didn’t make eye contact with anyone. He was broken.
Thanksgiving was about two weeks later, and my mom invited him over for dinner.
He came. We had a fun time, a very fun time. You could see his gratitude for
something normal (or for something as abnormal as being pranked by my mom or
reading riddles off the bottom of a plate). Life was moving on.
November is a time when we as a nation pause and give thanks. Our church has
stewardship season during this time for many reasons, but one reason is because our stewardship—how we choose to
live our life—should grow out of gratitude for what God has done in our lives.
When I think about the mission of our church family, much of what we do—both inside and outside of our walls on
Hampton Boulevard—has to do with “making the table bigger and including more people.” People are broken, lost, and
trying to find hope. And my hope is that we are a presence in the world that gives everyone second chances or second
winds on their journey.
Our mission does not end with us, but it does start with us. God uses our gifts, our temperament, our experience,
relationships, mind, and heart. During this Thanksgiving and stewardship season, I’m very grateful for the ways you are
involved in that mission.
With blessings and gratitude,
Pastor Craig

MAKING MEANINGFUL COMMITMENTS:
A DEEPER LOOK AT THE GOSPELS AND AT ART FROM THE CHRYSLER MUSEUM
Sermon Series: October 17—November 21

What really is most significant in your life? How do you think about that question in ways that keep a broader—a
God-filled—perspective and that recognize your own distinctive life? This series explores scripture, art, and our
own lives.
October 31 “Teach Us to Number Our Days”: The Stewardship of Time (Luke 10:38-42 and Ephesians 5:15-20)
With “Christ in the House of Mary and Martha” from a follower of Joos Goeimare
November 7 “Love Covers a Multitude of Sins”: The Stewardship of Talents (1 Peter 4:8-11)
With “Saint Jerome” from Antoine Le Main
November 14 “Pick Up Your Cross”: The Stewardship of Pain (Matthew 16:21-27)
With “Procession to Calvary” from Bernard Cavallino
November 21 “Reasons to Give Thanks”: A Service with Family and Friends

GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY:
FOUR VERY DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CHRISTMAS
Sermon Series Nov. 28-Dec. 26
It is easy to get caught up in the busyness of the Christmas season. It also
is easy to get caught up in the image of the babe in the manger 2,000
years ago. And to stop there.
But Christmas past, present, and yet to come all matter. The four gospels look at the birth of Christ in radically different
ways. The Gospel of Mark doesn’t even talk about the birth of Jesus but focuses on hope and on Jesus’ second coming
in the future. The Gospel of Luke calls us to be filled with peace as we prepare for that future through the songs of the
angels, Mary, and Simeon. The Gospel of Matthew sees the birth of Jesus as the fulfillment of prophecy, so its focus is
on the past and on the joy of long-awaited fulfillment. The Gospel of John focuses on the continual incarnation of Jesus
as the ultimate example of God’s love, so it focuses on the present. Each of these four different stories of Christmas
asks you to respond in different way. Join us.
Nov. 28 “Then They Will See the Son of Man Coming” (Mark 13:26): Mark, Hope, and the Future Mark 13:24-27
Dec. 5 “Do Not Be Afraid” (Luke 1:30): Luke, Peace, and Preparing for the Future Luke 1:5-14; 1:26-31; 2:8-11
Dec. 12 “To Fulfill What Had Been Spoken of the Lord” (Matthew 1:22): Matthew, Joy, and the Past Matthew 1:18-25
Dec. 19 “The Word Became Flesh and Lived Among Us” (John 1:14): John, Love, and the Present John 1:1-14

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Thank you to everyone who filled out the congregational poll to indicate ways
you would like to interact with others at Second!
•

Dinner 4s: You should have received a list of your pairs for November through February. There was one technical
glitch; if you have not been contacted, please let Peggy Troyer know. We have a plan for you!

•

Take a Walk on the Wild Side: Four walks are scheduled, all weather permitting. You do not have to preregister,
just show up! We will gather 15 minutes before the walk starts so we don’t miss anyone. The Million Bulb Walk
does require purchase of tickets from Norfolk Botanical Garden, but we are walking on a “value” night when the
crowd should be smaller.

•

•

Thursday, November 4: Meet at the church at 2:15 p.m. to stroll either through the Hermitage grounds
and neighborhoods, or crossing the bridge to the Larchmont area. Well-behaved dogs are welcome.

•

Friday, November 12: Meet at the Pagoda at 9:45 a.m. for a 10:00 walk in the Freemason district, near
Nauticus. Parking at the Pagoda is free.

•

Tuesday, November 23: Million Bulb Walk—Buy tickets online from the NBG (please buy your tickets
early because it might sell out), meet at 7:00 p.m. at the entrance to the walk, for a 7:15 walk. The course
is a mile long on paved trails. The garden has some wheelchairs available or bring your own. (Notify the
garden if you require assistance). No dogs per the garden, sorry!

•

Saturday, December 4: Meet at the Pagoda at 9:45 a.m. for a 10:00 walk. We will probably head the
opposite direction from the one taken Friday Nov. 12. There is a coffeeshop nearby for pre- or postsustenance, and parking at the Pagoda is free.

Get Yourself a Haverim: This activity will start in January. Pastor Craig is gathering materials that may be helpful
for pairs to read and discuss.

WE NEED YOUR HELP:
THE GREENING OF THE CHURCH
SET FOR THANKSGIVING WEEKEND,
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Decorating the church before the first Sunday of Advent has become a
Second tradition. We need your help in transforming the sanctuary.
This year we will gather at 9 a.m. Saturday, November 27, to dig into
boxes of decorations. This is a great time for kids, seniors, and
everyone in between. Please put this on your calendar and join us for
an opportunity to let loose your creative energies. If you can help,
please let Pastor Craig know (cwansink@vwu.edu or 412-7467).

CONTROVERSIAL WOMEN IN AWKWARD PLACES:
SEX, BETRAYAL, AND BIBLICAL WOMEN
Saturday, November 6, 11 a.m.-Noon
Chrysler Museum of Art, Norfolk
(Meet in Chrysler Lobby. Face masks required.)
The woman caught in adultery. Lilith, Hagar, Mary,
Abigail, Eve. Some of the most striking paintings in the
Chrysler collection focus on women in the Bible who
were faced with challenging situations. Join Pastor Craig
as he leads a walking tour through the Chrysler Museum
of Art and through the Bible, as we reflect on women in
the Bible and how they are portrayed.
(Note: Pastor Craig is giving a comparable talk to a much
larger group two days before this. Please join us for this
more intimate talk, where we will look at a different
series of paintings than we did in September).

ONE HOUR, ONE BOOK: SUNDAY MORNINGS IN NOVEMBER
WITH MARK, ROMANS, AND 1 PETER
Fellowship Hall (or the deck on Nov. 7, because of the blood drive)
Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
November 7 (The Gospel of Mark), November 14 (Paul’s letter to the Romans), and November 21 (1 Peter)
In a series this past summer, we looked at 3 John, Jude, and 2 Peter, each within the space of an hour. After
an initial overview of each writing, we focused on specific passages that are particularly key or significant.
The first part involved a kind of “skiing,” or a macro-approach, looking at the entire scope of the book; and
the second involved “scuba diving,” a micro-approach, in which we focused on specific passages.
Since my Ph.D. is in New Testament and ancient Christianity, I’ve always thought it was great to be at a
church so close to Richmond where Dr. Paul Achtemeier, the former president of the Society of Biblical
Literature, was a professor. Dr. Achtemeier was a leading scholar of his generation, a scholar of the Gospel of
Mark, Romans, and 1 Peter. For us at Second, he is perhaps more significant because his daughter is Marie
Finch. As I was thinking about All Saints
Day and those who have passed, I
asked Marie to lead a series that
would introduce us to these three
books of the New Testament that are
so foundational for Christians (and so
important to her father).
Please take the time to join Marie,
Catherine, and me as we reflect on
and study passages from these
important writings.
—Pastor Craig

FALL MISSION ACTIVITIES AT SECOND
Special offerings will be collected for our local mission partners (including ForKids, YOURS, St. Columba and the
Norfolk Street Choir Project) in November. Congregation members can designate funds for a particular mission
partner if desired.
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen and St. Columba Ecumenical Ministries continue to need sandwiches to distribute to
individuals in need. Cookies are also needed at this time. Please contact Larry Hull if you are interested in assisting
with making sandwiches Friday, November 12, at noon.
St. Columba needs the following items, which may be placed in the container in the hallway: spray deodorant,
bleach, bathroom cleaner, baby powder, washcloths, travel-size lotion, razors, peanut butter, jelly, macaroni and
cheese, spaghetti and other pasta, tuna, rice, canned meat, granola bars, canned pasta, ramen noodles, instant
oatmeal, cereal, canned vegetables, and canned fruits. Please contact Alice Allen-Grimes if you have questions.
Additionally, St. Columba will distribute close to 150 holiday food baskets to families in our community this year
and needs our support. Please bring these holiday basket items to Second by Wednesday, November 10:
10-12 lb. frozen turkeys
Stuffing
Canned corn
Canned green beans
Canned cranberry sauce

Canned sweet potatoes
Mashed potatoes mix
Canned fruit
Dessert mixes
Jiffy corn muffin mix

During November, LAUNCH will distribute grocery items to individuals in need in the Park Place community.
Volunteers are needed to assist with transporting pallets of groceries from Operation Blessing’s warehouse in
Chesapeake to Park Place, repacking the groceries into family-sized portions, and distributing them. Volunteers are
also needed to prepare lunch for the LAUNCH volunteers Thursday, November 18. Look for an email with a link to
a sign-up form, or reach out to Joe Morgan if you have questions.
LAUNCH will also feature Christmas on 34th Street, Thursday and Friday, December 16 &17. Second is asked to
provide ready-to-eat or save-for-the-holidays meals on December 16. Second will continue to sponsor sports balls
for teen gifts to be distributed December 17.

GIVING THANKS:
FAITHFUL NEIGHBORS BLOOD DRIVE
On Sunday, November 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., please join
fellow congregants in the Red Cross blood drive in our fellowship
hall. This is a joint blood drive with our blood-drive partners from
Temple Israel, Trinity Lutheran, and Good Shepherd Episcopal,
and your participation is important for many reasons.
It is coincidental that this drive is during the month of
Thanksgiving and during a month when we focus on stewardship
of our lives. But this is a good reminder that just as Jesus gave his
life for others, so we can offer a gift that really is life-giving.
Please sign up at the Red Cross website or talk with Alice-Allen
Grimes, Pastor Craig, or Katie White.

Thank you to the congregation for your continued support of our mission partners!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
We are looking for volunteers to submit individual devotions, Advent reflections,
or Christmas memories for our annual Advent devotional. Please contact Rev.
Catherine Hart Monroe (revcat@spcnorfolk.org or 757.287.9897) and let her know
of your willingness to participate in this fun and meaningful project. We also ask
participants to submit a photo of themselves to accompany their writing. It can be
a Christmas photo from years past, a current photo, or an old family photo. As we
are still living in this liminal COVID space where things are getting back to
normal, but not quite yet, this will be a wonderful way to see some of our favorite
faces, especially those whom we have missed seeing over these many months. All
submissions are due Sunday, November 14.

ADVENT SUNDAY SCHOOL
People of all ages are invited to join us each Sunday during Advent at 9:45 a.m.
in the fellowship hall for intergenerational Sunday school. We will learn about
Advent and enjoy hands-on activities, with several weeks featuring a mission
focus. On Sunday, November 28, you’re invited to help us decorate the Chrismon
tree as we learn about the different Chrismon symbols depicted on the individual
ornaments.

ADVENT WREATHS TO GO
If you would like to pick up supplies to make an Advent wreath at home,
please contact Rev. Catherine Hart Monroe at revcat@spcnorfolk.org or
757.287.9897 and let her know. She will be happy to gather those supplies
for you!

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DISTRIBUTION
The Advent devotionals will be distributed in worship November 21 and November 28. They will also be
available for pick-up in the office during the week. If you would like to have an Advent devotional mailed to you,
please contact Rev. Catherine Hart Monroe (revcat@spcnorfolk.org or 757.287.9897), and she will be happy to
send one to you!

DRIVE-THROUGH NATIVITY PLAY—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
This holiday season, the church will again stage a drive-through nativity play Saturday,
December 18, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
And the reality is that, this show does not happen
without you! We need many Mary’s, joyful angels,
fearful shepherds, furry animals, some wise kings, as
well as volunteers who will loan tents and serve in
non-acting ways.
So in early November, please be on the lookout for sign-ups with all the details for the
nativity play. If you have questions, please reach out to any member of the play
committee: Ann Byrd Porter, Emily Byrd, Suellen White, and Katie White.

FAMILIARITY, DISCOVERY, AND CHOIR
One of my favorite reads is Parallels and Paradoxes, a collection of conversations between
Israeli pianist and conductor Daniel Barenboim and his Palestinian friend Edward Said.
Their wide-ranging conversations wove together their perspectives on music, art, faith,
politics and life in illuminating and thoughtful ways. One of the pearls of wisdom from that
collection has to do with the differences in singing or playing new vs. familiar music. The
thought went something like this:
When you play familiar music, always play as though it is the very first time.
When you play new music, play it as though you have always known it.
I love this idea for many reasons, not least of which is the imperative to treat all music,
whether new or familiar, as worthy of thoughtful experience. In this light, familiarity does not
excuse our passive, uninspired participation: play as though it is the very first time. Our
approach to that which is new is not to resist or avoid, but rather to embrace fully: play as
though you’ve always known it. It does not cast familiar vs. new as rivals, encouraging us
instead to fully embrace the goodness in both.
I find this to be deeply appropriate in the context of church music. We so easily enter worship
with the expectation and desire for the comfort that familiarity brings. There is beauty and
goodness in that feeling, as we come to meet God, who comforts and reassures. We
simultaneously come to worship a God whose facets are infinite, discovering new aspects,
new beauties, new wisdom, and new wonders as we journey in faith together. Our recent setting
of “A Mighty Fortress” was a vivid example of this duality: a beloved melody and text communicated in an
entirely new musical expression that offered new kinds of discovery.
I have been so happy these past weeks to be able to work with our choir (at long last!) on a weekly basis. We had
begun to meet for just a handful of weeks prior to COVID’s forced hiatus, and so this fall has been our first
opportunity to work together in a sustained way. The choir has been faced with much that is new: new routines,
new techniques and demands, and new music to prepare. We have been very intentional to try to take sufficient
time with new music to allow us to sing it in worship in a way that feels secure and, hopefully, “familiar” in its
sense of rightness and expression. I have also very much appreciated the way our congregation has received their
offerings through many conversations that have expressed worshipful engagement during these musical
experiences.
As wonderful as our worship experiences are, each week I am energized about the Wednesday evening choir
rehearsals. Together we laugh, we work, we learn, we grow, we pray, and we work as a community not to
“achieve” for musical purposes, but to bring the best version of ourselves to our journey with God. What a blessing
to be in this place and to share the journey with you all.
—Bob
We’ve been delighted to welcome Bob Rose back to the choir recently and to welcome new friend Joe Browne to
the choir as well! If you’d like to join us in our weekly singing explorations and discoveries, please do! Contact Bob
Shoup (robertshoup@mac.com) if you have any questions.

THANKS FROM THE NORFOLK STREET CHOIR
On behalf of the Norfolk Street Choir Project, I want to thank our church family for hosting the recent movie
night that featured the documentary about our work with individuals affected by homelessness. The wonderful
turnout, thoughtful and engaged questions, and lovely response from so many of you were so encouraging not
only to me, but to our panel members. Director Kenny Hopkins texted me later that evening, saying, “This is one
of the best nights I’ve had in a long time.” I am grateful for the efforts of Rich and Chris Voter and Katie White to
facilitate this event, and we are profoundly thankful to know that SPC is a partner in this work that brings
comfort, acceptance, and care to our neighbors.
—Bob

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY
NURSERY & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
All nursery and elementary-aged children are welcome to join Katrina Wansink, Director of Children’s Ministry, in
person in the youth room every Sunday at 9:45 a.m. We gather to learn different Bible lessons, play games, and
complete crafts! For more information, please contact Katrina (katwansink@gmail.com or 757.802.1536).
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
During November, in preparation for Thanksgiving, the children of the church will practice gratitude.
One way they will do this is by taking care of the seas and oceans that we are so grateful God has given us. To
demonstrate our gratitude for the ocean that we live near, the children (and hopefully youth and adults as well) will
clean up trash found on the beach. Afterward, we will recycle the appropriate items.
Another way the children will practice gratitude in November is through gathering together for a “Friendsgiving.”
The event will feature Thanksgiving food, crafts, games, and a quick devotion on the importance of gratitude.
YOUTH MISSION
As an extension of the recent Washed Ashore trip, the youth are invited on an outing to help clean up a beach! We
are called by God to be stewards of this earth. In Genesis 2:15 where after humans are created on the sixth day of
creation, it is said, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.”
Mrs. Katie will reach out to the parents to plan the best date for this project. If you have any questions about youth
ministry, please contact Katie White (kkerr12@spcnorfolk.org; 757-615-8728).

September and October
photos of People Who Serve
Jesus Christ (PWSJC)
Ministry. Our children and
youth helped weed the SPC
playground, participated in
the church work day, and
went to the Washed Ashore
exhibit at Norfolk Botanical
Garden.

GRATITUDE FOR ABUNDANT HEARTS
The Bible teaches us about the power of having a grateful heart. That’s the feeling I
know many of us had upon leaving the recent church workday. I am grateful to all of
you for so generously giving of your time and effort during our Saturday workday,
October 23. So much was accomplished: planting, mulching, cleaning windows,
working in community with each other, and great conversations. A big thanks and
much gratitude to Pam Reed for organizing the highly successful workday. Take a look
at SPC’s Facebook page for the many happy faces making plans become a reality.
Dwarf azaleas and liriope are now installed in front of the deck. Thank you, John Klein,
for your guidance and work tilling the bed. Ferns, coneflowers and dwarf daffodils have been added to various
beds. Thank you, Nell Armstrong and Mary Buckelew, for coordinating the revamp of the bed adjacent to the
Hampton Boulevard parking lot exit.
Windows overlooking the deck never looked so good! We’re grateful to Tom
Libbey for overseeing this effort and to Karen McKinley, Emily Byrd, Anna Ndahi
and Jay Layne for helping to make the windows squeaky clean.
Thank you, John, Will and David Sawyer, for cleaning leaves from the gutter
overhanging the deck.
Everyone gave with an abundant heart. Our spirits are renewed.
If you haven’t visited the church grounds lately, you’ll notice some welcome
new additions.
Trees were planted by Winn Nursery. Thank you, Pam Reed, for coordinating this
effort. A new ramp was recently installed to replace the cracked and unlevel
handicapped access ramp of 1998. The contractors, Coblentz Concrete and
Construction, were easy to work with.
It bears repeating. We are so grateful to all of you who have given so generously thus far to the capital campaign
for the stained glass windows. As you can see on the thermometer located in the sanctuary, we are well on our
way to reaching our pledge goal. Thank you to everyone on the Capital Campaign Committee. Marie Finch has
provided excellent guidance, and all committee members—Peggy McPhillips, Marie Finch, Katie White, and Kathy
Stark—have worked on elements of the campaign:.
Thank you, Sam Stearns, for updating the church handbook. Thank you, Jeff Stark,
for helping oversee the ramp replacement. I know this article does not capture
everyone who contributes so graciously to our success. Know that your efforts are
very appreciated.
2 Corinthians 9:11: You will be enriched in every way so that you can be
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.
You all gave with an abundant heart. Our spirits are renewed.
—Kathy Stark

ZOOM LECTURE THROUGH VIRGINIA WESLEYAN
The Bible With and Without Jesus: How Jews and Christians Read the Same
Stories Differently
Tuesday, November 23, 10-11 a.m.
Registration required by November 19.
Register online at www.vwu.edu/nusbaumcenter, or call 757.455.3129
Christians frequently have read Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 53, Psalm 22, Genesis 1-2,
and other scripture passages in ways that differ radically from how Jews
would understand the same texts. In The Bible With and Without Jesus: How
Jews and Christians Read the Same Stories Differently (HarperOne, 2020),
Amy-Jill Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler look at such texts and explore not only
how Jews and Christians read the same Bible stories through different lenses,
but also how Jews and Christians can learn from and understand each other
better. Dr. Levine is a widely appreciated and prolific Jewish New Testament
scholar who has spent the great majority of her career teaching at Vanderbilt
—as she describes it—“in a predominantly Protestant divinity school in the
buckle of the Bible Belt.” In this Zoom presentation, Dr. Levine discusses this
groundbreaking book and shows us how to read scripture more critically.
Amy-Jill Levine is the Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies at
Hartford Seminary, and University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies Emerita, Mary Jane Werthan
Professor of Jewish Studies Emerita, and Professor of New Testament Studies Emerita at Vanderbilt University. She
is the author of many books, including The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus
and Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi.

There is definitely a place for YOU at Second Presbyterian!

SPC Weekly calendar
Monday, November 1
S.O.S Group - 6:00PM [Zoom]
Tuesday, November 2 ELECTION DAY
Joyce Wooldridge’s Birthday
Election Day - all day [SPC]
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom
& SPC]
Wednesday, November 3
The office is open 8:30AM to 12:30PM
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Choir Practice - 7:30PM [Sanctuary]
Thursday, November 4
The office is open 8:30AM to 12:30PM
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom
& Fellowship Hall]
Walk on the Wild Side - 2:15PM [SPC]
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom]
Friday, November 5
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Saturday, November 6
Chrysler Museum of Art Trip - 11:00AM
[Chrysler Museum]
Sunday, November 7 DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME
Chuck Monroe’s Birthday
Faithful Neighbors Blood Drive - 9:00AM
to 2:00PM [Fellowship Hall]
The Gospel of Mark Study - 9:30A [Deck/
Sanctuary]
Children’s Sunday School - 9:45AM
[Youth Room]
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/
Sanctuary]
Local Mission Offering - 11:30AM
[Sanctuary]
Fellowship Hour - 12:15PM [SPC Lawn]
Monday, November 8
Tuesday, November 9
Jeff Stark & BettyAnn Lingamfelter’s
Birthday
Triple S Circle - 10:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom
& Fellowship Hall]

Wednesday, November 10
St. Columba Thanksgiving Items Due
Jenn West’s Birthday
The office is open 8:30AM to 12:30PM
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Choir Practice - 7:30PM [Sanctuary]

Thursday, November 18
The office is open 8:30AM to 12:30PM
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom
& Fellowship Hall]
LAUNCH Volunteer [see Joe Morgan for
time/place]
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom]

Thursday, November 11
The office is open 8:30AM to 12:30PM
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom
& Fellowship Hall]
BEMA Bible Study - 7:30PM [Zoom]

Friday, November 19
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]

Friday, November 12
Kent Porter, Julia Libbey, & Katrina
Wansink
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Walk on the Wild Side- 9:45AM [The
Pagoda]
Sandwich Making - 12:00PM [Fellowship
Hall]

Sunday, November 21
1 Peter Study - 9:30AM [Fellowship Hall]
Children’s Sunday School - 9:45AM
[Youth Room]
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/
Sanctuary]
Local Mission Offering - 11:30AM
[Sanctuary]

Saturday, November 13
Second Saturday - 9:00AM [St. Mary’s]
Sunday, November 14 STEWARDSHIP
SUNDAY
Advent Devotional Entries Due
Betty Cheek’s Birthday
Romans Study - 9:30A [Fellowship Hall]
Children’s Sunday School - 9:45AM
[Youth Room]
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/
Sanctuary]
Local Mission Offering - 11:30AM
[Sanctuary]
Stewardship Luncheon - 12:15PM [SPC
Outdoors]
Monday, November 15
Tuesday, November 16
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom
& Fellowship Hall]
Session Meeting - 6:00PM [Zoom]
Wednesday, November 17
The office is open 8:30AM to 12:30PM
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Choir Practice - 7:30PM [Sanctuary]

Saturday, November 20

Monday, November 22
Tuesday, November 23
VWU Zoom Lecture - 10:00AM [Zoom]
Essentric’s Exercise Class - 1:00PM [Zoom
& SPC]
Walk on the Wild Side - 7:00PM [Norfolk
Botanical Gardens]
Wednesday, November 24
The office is open 8:30AM to 12:30PM
Men’s Bible Study - 6:30AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Choir Practice - 7:30PM [Sanctuary]
Thursday, November 25 THANKSGIVING
Jack Vellines’ Birthday
Friday, November 26
Men’s Breakfast - 7:00AM [Fellowship
Hall]
Saturday, November 27
Perry Clark’s Birthday
Greening of the Church - 9:00AM [SPC]
Sunday, November 28
Intergenerational Sunday School 9:45AM [Fellowship Hall]
Worship - 11:00AM [Livestream/
Sanctuary]
Local Mission Offering - 11:30AM
[Sanctuary]
Monday, November 30
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