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Joy-Filled

Mission-Minded

Second 
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

Christ centered  ●  joy-filled   
 future-focused  ●  mission-minded

If you have a prayer request, please forward the request to the church office. We will include your request on the prayer request list 
for a month, unless you request for us to leave it on longer.

Thanks to Peggy Troyer for her musical leadership this morning!

“Then They Will See the 

Son of Man Coming” 


(Mark 13:26): 

Mark, Hope, and the Future    


Second Presbyterian Church, November 28, 2021

MISSION PARTNERS & LIAISONS
LOCAL: HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS
ForKids - Marie Finch 
NEST - Karen McKinley 
St. Columba - Alice Allen-Grimes 
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen - Larry Hull 
LAUNCH Ministry - Joe Morgan 
The Norfolk Street Choir Project - Rich Voter

LOCAL: OUTREACH & INCLUSION
ODU Global Friendship - John Klein
Faith Inclusion Network - Lori Crouch
YOURS - Larry Hull
Tidewater Pastoral Counseling Services - 

Catherine Hart Monroe

INTERNATIONAL
Ben Seidl in Berlin - Craig Wansink
Jenn West in Holland - Linda West
The Jungs in East Asia - Roz Klein 
The Kerrs in the M.E. - Katie White

*BENEDICTION

May your words and actions so reflect God’s light and hope in the midst of our 
darkness, that your life may announce the coming of the Lord. Amen.

All sing:
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel. 

As you leave 
Second, live each 
day by leaving a 
meaningful legacy 
for your life: be rich 
toward God.

2021 SPC SESSION AND MINISTRY TEAMS
Larry Hull, Clerk of Session

DISCIPLESHIP
Peggy Troyer

Lynn Ruehlmann
Claire Ficker

Kevin Kittredge

MISSION AND STEWARDSHIP
Elisabeth Sawyer

Alice Allen-Grimes
Karen McKinley

ADMINISTRATION
Kathy Stark
Pam Reed

Mark Stearns
Jay Layne

Katie White

GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY: FOUR VERY DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CHRISTMAS 
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“Biblically, waiting 
is not just something 
we have to do until 
we get what we 
want. Waiting is part 
of the process of 
becoming what God 
wants us to be.” 
—John Ortberg

 “Nothing of value 
or importance 
comes into being 
without a 
purposeful period of 
gestation, incubation 
or quiet rumination: 
a newborn child, a 
loving relationship, 
a reconciliation, a 
new idea, a work of 
art, or a personal 
transformation.”
  —Christopher 

McLaren

We Gather In Christ

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (with “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”) 
Jonathan W. Lee 

CALL TO WORSHIP (by Ann Siddall)

In the midst of frenzied shopping and end-of-year weariness, 
we spread out a purple cloth… 
We read again the ancient stories…
And we light a candle in the darkness, to celebrate a visitation…
Gathered here we declare our intention to live as if the greatest gift in the world 
were about to be placed into our hands…
and as if the Giver has understood our deepest needs, our most heartfelt prayers.

    Like Mary, may we be surprised by our calling;
    like Simeon and Anna, may the years increase our faith;
    like sleepy shift workers on a hillside, may our eyes be opened;
    like Joseph may we listen to our dreams; for this season requires 
    our creative imagination.

There is a Presence in our world that asks to be seen, who will stay awake?
There is a coming to our world that seeks a welcome, who will offer hospitality?

    Even now Jesus Christ is moving towards us.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning.
This first candle is Hope. We light this candle in hope, the hope of our coming Savior, Jesus.
Prepare, then, the way of the Lord.

    “We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.” (Psalm 33:20)

Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope. Give us
grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this community, and for the world.
Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption and hope. Amen.

WELCOME

*PASSING THE PEACE

*SINGING OUR FAITH TOGETHER  
 

No. 61 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
Verses 1, 6, 7 

We Recognize our Need to Grow Closer to God

*CONFESSING OUR SIN

Lord, we have not kept watch for you. We have occupied ourselves with our own 
concerns. We have not waited to find your will for us. We have not noticed the needs of 
the people around us. We have not acknowledged the love that has been shown to us. 
Forgive us for our lack of watchfulness. Help us to wait to know your will. Help us to 
look out for the needs of others. Help us to work and watch for your coming. Amen.

MEDITATING IN SILENCE 

*RECEIVING GRACE

Even though the future is clouded, God is with us, guiding, healing, comforting, restoring. 
Rejoice! In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen.

All sing:
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel.

We Hear the Word

TIME OF DISCOVERY

MESSAGE                                                                                                    —Rev. Catherine Hart Monroe

“Then They Will See the Son of Man Coming” (Mark 13:26): 
Mark, Hope, and the Future      

Mark 13:24-27; 32-37 
   

We Respond in Humility

MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

SINGING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
      

No. 74, “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
Verses 1, 5, 7 

Whether we are old 
or young, whether 
we are first-time or 
longtime 
worshipers,
whether we come 
full of doubts or 
confidence, joy or 
sorrow, in this place 
we all are family, 
because of what 
Jesus did for us on 
the cross.
Welcome!

“A prison cell, in 
which one waits, 
hopes…and is 
completely 
dependent on the 
fact that the door of 
freedom has to be 
opened from the 
outside, is not a bad 
picture of Advent.” 
—Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer

The disciples ask 
Jesus about the end 
of time, about his 
second coming, and 
he responds by 
saying, “I don’t 
know. Only the 
father knows.” The 
only relevant 
question, Jesus 
says, is will we be 
prepared?


