—Ann Voskamp

*PASSING THE PEACE
source of our redemption and hope. Amen.
for this community, and for the world. Through Jesus Christ, the
to hope. Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives,
Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage
Let us pray:
he is our help and our shield.” (Psalm 33:20)
“We wait in hope for the LORD;
hope of our coming Savior, Jesus. Prepare, then, the way of the Lord.
a meaning. This first candle is HOPE. We light this candle in hope, the
Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
WELCOME
For he is Lord for ever and ever. Amen.
that he may make all things perfect in your everlasting kingdom.
As once he came in humility, so now may he come in glory,
God of Israel, with expectant hearts we your people await Christ’s coming.
OPENING PRAYER
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______________________________
E GATHER BEFORE THE RISEN CHRIST
________________________________
Rowland Pritchard (19th century)

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Thank you to
the worship band
for leading
our music today!

ConPonting
UnexRected
Challenges in Life

Out of the
Blue

The First Sunday
in Advent
November 27, 2022
11 a.m. Worship

“The family t6ee of
Christ star9lingly
notes not one
woman but four.
Four broken women
— women who felt
like outsiders, like
has-beens, like
never-beens, women
who were wearB of
being taken
advantage of,
of being unnoticed,
and uncherished
and unappreciated;
women who didn’t
ﬁt in, who didn’t
know how to keep
going, what to
believe, where to go
— women who had
thought about
giving up. And Jesus
claims exactly these
who are wandering
and wondering and
wounded and worJ
out as his. He g6aﬅs
you into his line and
his storB and his
hear9, and he gives
you his Name, his
lineage, his
righteousness.”

If you have a prayer request,
please forward the request to
the church office.
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We will include it on the prayer
request list for a month,
unless you request for us to
leave it on longer.

01
Christ centered
joy-filled
future-focused
mission-minded

MISSION PARTNERS & LIAISONS
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___________________________________________
E RECOGNIZE OUR NEED TO GROW CLOSER TO GOD
_____________________________________________

*SINGING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
“Blessed Be the God of Israel”
To the tune CAROL
“… now from the house of David…”

*CONFESSING OUR SIN
Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not know how to prepare for your Advent.
We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; we have ignored the promise of your kingdom;
we get distracted by all the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God.
Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph,
that we may journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born for us.

“Christmas is
God lighting a
candle and you
don’t light a
candle in a room
that’s already full
of sunlight. You
light a candle in
a room that’s so
murky that the
candle, when lit,
reveals just how
bad things really
are.”
—N.T. Wright

Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen.
After listening to a brief verse, we sing together:
For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits; truly my hope is in you.
*RECEIVING GRACE
Emmanuel, God is with us. There is no place we can go where God is not with us. There is nothing we can do that will cause God
to abandon us. There is no darkness where God’s light cannot shine.
We are loved, forgiven, and restored. Amen.
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TIME OF DISCOVERY

______________
E HEAR THE WORD
________________

MESSAGE

“A prison cell, in
which one waits,
hopes…and is
completely
dependent on the
fact that the door
of freedom has to
be opened from
the outside, is
not a bad picture
of Advent.”
—Dietrich
Bonhoeffer

Dr. Craig Wansink

“When the Past Haunts You: A Look at a Genealogy”
Matthew 1:1-17
*SINGING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
No. 72 “Imagine”
“… Imagine a king who would come through the darkness…”
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____________________
ER
ESPOND IN HUMILITY
______________________

“Never be afraid
to trust an
unknown future
to a known
God.”
—Corrie Ten
Boom

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING GRATITUDE
Like those in the genealogy of Jesus, each of us has different aspects of our past that could hold us back.
During the time of gratitude today, thank God for the grace you have received that has allowed you to grow in your faith life.
Thank you for all of the ways you share your time, life, and finances on behalf of the mission of this church family.
Please feel free to financially support us by sharing your gifts in the baskets up front.
*SINGING OUR FAITH TOGETHER
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Sung to the tune HYFRYDOL
“… hope of all the earth thou art…”

____________
E DEPART IN JOY
______________
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*BENEDICTION

Live in such a way that people do not focus on you, but that—through your words and actions—they come to experience God
and find hope in the future. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. Amen.

“History is not
the playing out
of a timelessly
fixed decree but
a theater where
the divine
purposes are
being worked
out by the
resourcefulness
of God in dealing
with the
surprises of a
significant
creation. History
is neither
random nor
predetermined.
The Spirit is
active in
everything but in
ways that are
respectful of the
dignity of
creation.”
—Clark Pinnock

